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EVOLVING  VISION  FOR  SHEFFIELD'S  TOWN  CENTER 


Plans  to  enhance  Sheffield's  "green"  go 
back  to  1997,  when  the  Town  received  a 
grant  from  the  Small  Cities/Community 
Development  grant  to  design  the  project 
and  Intermodal  Surface  Transportation 
Enhancement  Act  (ISTEA)  funding.  The 
funds,  federal  money  passed  on  to  the 
community  by  the  State,  resulted  in  a  two- 
phase  plan  (see  blueprint  at  right). 

The  first  phase  involved  installing 
the  wide  brick  sidewalks  and  ramps  and 
the  period  lighting.  It  was  completed  five 
years  ago  using  funding  from  the  Small 
Cities/Community  Development  grant 
to  provide  compliance  with  the  Ameri- 
cans with  Disabilities  Act. 

The  second  phase  of  this  "enhance- 
ment project"  calls  for  burying  utili- 
ty lines,  increasing  parking  by  narrowing 
sections  of  the  green,  repaying  and  addi- 
tional period  lighing  on  the  "green."  To  fa- 
cilitate traffic  flow,  the  roadway  between 
the  stores  and  the  grassy  strip  would  be 
made  one-way.  That  phase  is  to  be  fund- 
ed through  the  Mass  Highway  Deptart- 
ment  (MHD). 

Meanwhile,  during  the  2002-2004 
Master  Plan  process,  the  community  ex- 
pressed concerns  about  traffic  speeding 
through  town  on  Rt.  7,  leading  to  discus- 
sion of  other  ideas  for  the  center  of  town. 

Money  for  Phase  2  in  2007 

The  original  source  to  fund  Phase 
2  was  the  ISTEA  program.  Under  that 
program,  the  federal  government  reim- 
burses states,  meaning  the  State  must 
first  include  the  funds  in  its  own  trans- 
portation bond,  then  appropriate  and 
spend  the  money.  Last  year,  the  State  did 
just  that  with  the  projects  $600,000,  but 
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All  plans  for  Sheffield  Center  call  for  more  parking  and  buried  utility  lines.  In  the  1997  plan  awaiting 
funding  from  the  state  (top  blueprint),  portions  of  the  green  grassy  strip  that  runs  between  the  center 
of  town  and  Rt.  7  would  be  narrowed.  During  the  Master  Plan  process,  an  additional  possibility, 
depicted  in  the  "before"  and  "after"  photos  done  by  Ben  Hillman  and  displayed  at  the  final  Public 
Continued  on  page  3      Forum,  would  narrow  the  Rt.  7  corridor  to  widen  the  green  and  slow  traffic  as  it  passes  through  town. 
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NEW  BOOK  BY  SHEFFIELD  AUTHOR 
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Still  publishing  at  80!  John  Koneazny, 
a  resident  of  Sheffield  and  Key  Largo, 
FL,  celebrates  his  80th  birthday  by 
publishing  a  new  book,  Tales  of  the 
Intercoastal  Waterway.  It's  a  collection 
of  sagas  of  Koneazny's  19  years  of 
travels  on  the  Intercoastal  Waterway 
and  beyond. 

The  book  starts  with  a  first  trip 
down  the  "grand  ditch,"  all  the  way  to 
Nassau  to  search  for  the  builder  of 
Koneazny's  Bahama  ketch,  "Fayaway." 
The  book  continues  with  highlights 
and  misfortunes  of  subsequent  voy- 
ages. Interspersed  throughout  are 
anecdotes  of  some  of  the  characters 
met  along  the  way.  You  will  read  about 
rough  waves,  hurricanes,  fires  and 
waterspouts,  written  with  a  wry  sense 
of  humor. 

Tales  of  the  Intercoastal  Waterway, 
a  paperback  published  by  Author- 
house,  is  the  fourth  book  Koneazny 


has  published.  His  previous  books  are 
Only  the  Best,  a  cookbook  of  interna- 
tional recipes,  The  Moose  Cookbook, 
which  sold  more  than  10,000  copies, 
and  Behind  Friendly  Lines,  the  story 
of  his  experiences  in  Europe  in  World 
War  II.  He  has  published  numer- 
ous articles  in  boating  and  gardening 
magazines. 

Koneazny's  books  are  available 
from  the  author  at  285  Egremont 
Road,  Sheffield,  MA  01257,  or  by 
e-mail  at  koneazny@excite.com,  or 
by  fax  at  (413)  229-5900.  Tales  of  the 
Intercoastal  Waterway,  $12.95,   can  be 
ordered  from  any  bookseller  by  using 
ISBN  1  4208  3406  1. 
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Continued  from  page  1 

because  the  state  had  more  regular  proj- 
ects, such  as  bridge  and  road  repair,  than 
bond-funding  capacity  (an  ongoing  lega- 
cy from  the  Big  Dig),  Massachusetts  used 
the  ISTEA  capacity  to  fund  more  regular 
projects  rather  than  undertake  enhance- 
ment projects. 

Each  year,  regional  transportation  im- 
provement projects  get  ranked  and  sched- 
uled for  appropriation  and  completion 
based  on  availability  of  funds.  Phase  2  of 
the  Sheffield  project  is  currently  sched- 
uled for  fiscal  year  2007. 

Once  the  funds  are  appropriated  for 
the  Town  Green  project,  the  State  or 
Town  will  put  the  project  out  to  bid,  as 
with  the  Berkshire  School  Rd.  project. 
The  ISTEA  funds  will  be  administered 
by  MHD,  according  to  the  Town's  plan. 
For  this  process  to  get  underway,  the  only 
remaining  step  is  to  update  Phase  2's  cost 
estimate  once  the  town  is  notified  that 
the  project  funds  have  been  appropriated. 
Notification  would  likely  come  in  2006. 

Futher  Enhancing  the  Green 

During  the  master  planning  process, 
some  concerns  resurfaced  about  narrow- 
ing parts  of  the  "green,"  similar  to  those 
that  arose  in  the  late  1990s  public  com- 
ments on  the  project.  Concerns  from  the 
business  community  and  citizens  about 
traffic  speeding  through  town  without 
stopping  or  slowing  also  were  voiced. 

Some  traffic-calming  solutions  that 
could  expand  the  green  and  slow  traffic 


were  proposed,  and  could  build  on  Phase 
2.  The  idea  of  traffic  calming  is  to  pro- 
vide drivers  with  visual  cues  that  they  are 
in  a  heavily  populated  village  center,  rath- 
er than  on  an  open  highway.  Some  of  the 
most  widely  used  and  successful  meth- 
ods are  narrowing  of  road  travel  lanes  and 
using  trees  and  green  spaces  to  make  the 
road  feel  to  drivers  as  if  they  should  slow 
down.  Such  measures  are  typically  more 
successful  than  speed  limit  signs  alone. 

As  Police  Chief  James  McGarry  has 
pointed  out,  Rt.  7  in  Sheffield  is  a  state 
highway,  unlike  the  section  in  Gt.  Bar- 
rington  which  is  owned  by  the  town.  So 
if  the  town  wanted  to  implement  traf- 
fic-calming measures,  it  would  ask  the 
MHD  to  do  the  work  or  ask  the  state  to 
allow  the  town  to  take  over  that  small 
section  of  Rt.  7  that  runs  through  the 
center  of  town.  For  that  to  happen,  ac- 
cording to  MHD  procedures,  the  Select- 
men would  write  a  letter  of  inquiry  to 
MHD  explaining  what  the  Town  would 
like  to  do  and  why,  for  MHD  to  consider. 

The  1997  plan  will  bury  the  power 
lines,  resurface  the  roads  and  narrow  the 
southern  and  middle  sections  of  the  green 
islands  to  provide  more  parking,  while  a 
larger  green  bulb  with  a  sidewalk  and  pe- 
riod lighting  will  be  created  at  the  north 
end,  with  an  eye  toward  eventually  host- 
ing an  information  booth.  The  "green" 
will  then  be  landscaped.  Town  Adminis- 
trator Bob  Weitz  indicated  that  any  fol- 
lowup  on  widening  the  "green"  or  narrow- 
ing the  highway  could  be  layered  on  top 
of  the  existing  Town  Green  enhancement 


TOWN  ELECTIONS 

Town  Clerk  Felecie  Joyce  reports  that 
the  Town  election  on  May  9  drew  849 
voters,  or  38  percent  of  the  town's 
registered  voters,  one  of  the  better 
turnouts  for  a  town  election  in  recent 
years.  Last  May,  only  1 98  voters,  or  9.5 
percent,  voted  in  the  town  election. 
Julie  Markham  Hannum  won  her 
first  term  as  selectman  with  466  votes, 
versus  Incumbent  Richard  Kirchner's 
379.  Rene  Wood  retained  her  posi- 
tion on  the  Planning  Board,  winning 
439  votes  to  Jennifer  R.Wilkinson's 
386.  In  the  uncontested  elections,  Pe- 
ter Rowntree  won  7 1 2  votes  for  Li- 
brary trustee,  and  Bruce  Person  704 
as  Town  Moderator. 


project,  especially  since  the  bulk  of  the 
cost  is  in  burying  the  utility  lines. 

The  Town  also  has  another  resource 
for  enhancing  and  landscaping  the  "green" 
and  village  center  as  the  vision  evolves. 
According  to  Sheffield  Tree  Project  pres- 
ident Tom  Ingersoll,  that  grassroots  or- 
ganization is  looking  forward  to  working 
with  town  and  state  officials  as  the  plan 
for  the  Town  Green  is  finalized  and  im- 
plemented. He  also  indicates  that  grant 
monies  may  be  available  to  help  with  ad- 
ditional plantings  in  town.  The  Tree  Proj- 
ect is  a  resource  to  the  town  and  its  cit- 
izens on  plant  selection,  placement  and 
care  of  ornamental  and  shade  trees  in  the 
public  view. 


SOX  TROPHY  VISITS  SHEFFIELD 


You  didn't  have  to  be  a  Red  Sox  fan  to 
get  excited  about  the  World  Series  last 
year.  You  didn't  even  have  to  be  a  sports 
fan  to  get  caught  up  in  all  the  hype  and 
hoopla.  When  the  curse  was  finally  re- 
versed, the  whole  state  of  Massachusetts 
went  a  little  crazy  (with  the  exception  of 
some  of  us  diehard  Yankee  fans). 

One  result  of  the  Sox  win  was  a 
trophy  tour  to  as  many  Massachusetts 
towns  as  they  could  visit  (300  so  far,  and 
counting).  One  day  last  May,  some  Red 
Sox  folks  arrived  at  Mount  Everett  Re- 
gional High  School  in  a  snazzy  little  car 
and  spent  an  hour  and  a  half  talking  to 
the  kids.  Just  before  they  left  the  school, 
principal  Glen  Devoti  placed  a  call  to 
the  Gulotta  Brothers  Mobil  Station  in 
Sheffield.  Knowing  Tony  is  an  ardent 


Red  Sox  fan  (Tony's  daughter  had 
been  one  of  nine  youngsters  chosen  on 
"Kids  Day"  to  go  out  to  center  field  and 
meet  the  players),  he  let  them  know  the 
touring  car  would  be  stopping  at  their 
establishment  on  its  way  out  of  town. 

Edward  Gulotta,  who  cheers  for  the 
Baltimore  Orioles  when  the  Sox  aren't 
playing  says, "We  were  really  excited. 
We  told  every  customer  that  came  in 
they  had  to  stay.  When  the  car  carrying 
the  trophy  arrived,  there  were  20  or  30 
people  here,  including  a  fellow  wearing 
a  Yankees  cap.  I  dragged  him  over  to  the 
trophy  table  and  had  a  picture  taken.  I 
can  still  picture  his  face." 

"Under  the  new  ownership,  the 
team  has  become  really  community- 
friendly,"  says  Tony.  In  turn,  the  broth - 


Red  Sox  fans  Ed  and  Tony  Gulotta,  with 
the  World  Series  trophy  at  Gulotta's  Mobil. 

ers  are  doing  their  best  CO  make  the  gjs 
station  Red  Sox  friendly — even  the 
customer  display  at  the  cash  register 
blinks  "Go  Red  Sox!   in  red  letters.  They 
still  let  the  Yankee  fans  in,  though. 

— Pauline  Clarke 


Community  News 


BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL:  ADVICE  FROM  A  'HIGHLANDER' 

The  graduation  speaker  at  BerkshireSchool 
on  June  3  was  Sheffield  resident  Hilary  Rus- 
sell, who  has  retired  after  teaching  English 
for  24  years  at  Berkshire,  19  as  chair  of  the 
department.  As  the  school's  resident  poet, 
Russell  taught  generations  of  students  the 
art  of  the  craft.  Here  are  excerpts  of  Russell's 
speech  to  Berkshire's  115  graduates,  including 
Amy  Bush,  Karina  Kiriakedes  and  Went- 
worth  Knipe  of  Sheffield,  with  apologies  to 
Fitzgerald,  Frost  and  Thoreau. 


As  you  leave  Berkshire,  I  cannot  inspire 
you  with  first-hand  tales  of  the  kinds  of 
challenges  and  adventures  you  will  en- 
counter out  there,  because,  like  you,  I've 
been  in  school  all  my  life.  So  I'll  say  what 
some  parents  say  when  their  children 
leave  home — don't  forget  who  you  are  and 


Hilary  Russell  was  graduation  speaker. 


his  mother,  Buck  left  his  home  in  tiny 
Greenwood  City,  ME,  to  live  with  his  aunt 
in  Ellsworth.  In  1887  he  graduated  from 
Ellsworth  High  School  determined  to  gain 
admission  to  Harvard  College — a  goal  for 
a  boy  from  rural  Maine  that  many  found 
laughable.  It  took  him  four  years  to  save 
the  money  and  prepare  himself  for  college. 
(He  had  to  improve  his  high  school  Greek, 
which  he  did  the  hard  way — by  sitting 
down  with  The  Iliad  and  an  Ancient 
Greek — English  dictionary)  Finally  in 
1898,  at  age  29,  after  taking  off  several 
years  to  earn  tuition  money  as  a  tutor, 
Buck  graduated  from  Harvard  cum  laude, 
just  one-half  point  short  of  magna. 

We  should  not,  however,  let  this  story 
of  persistence  and  hard  work  overshadow 
Seaver  Buck's  irrepressible  love  of  life — 


where  you've  come  from!  Remember  our  motto,  our  love  of  that  important  quality  that  still  distinguishes  his  school.  As 

life,  and  the  beauty  of  this  place  between  North  and  South  a  child,  the  "pugnacious  little  cuss,"  as  he  refers  to  himself  in 

pinnacles,  under  Mt.  Everett,  Dome  of  the  Taconics.  his  autobiography,  used  to  bolt  his  lunch  in  grade  school  so  he 

Remember  that  our  motto — Pro  vita,  non  pro  schola,  dis-  "could  spend  the  rest  of  the  hour  wrestling  with  all  comers.' 


cimus,  we  learn  not  for  school  but  for  life — is  unusual  because 
it  does  not  look  inward,  as  most  do.  Nor  does  it  underline 
Berkshire's  role  as  a  college  preparatory  school.  The  Roman 
tragedian  Seneca  originally  said  quite  the  opposite — that 
we  learn  for  school,  not  for  life  at  all.  Yet,  Berkshire  School's 
motto  states  flatly  that  we  prepare  students  not  simply  for 


The  big  sport  in  Greenwood  City  was  sledding,  there  being 
no  baseball,  football,  hockey  or  soccer.  When  he  was  older,  he 
climbed  mountains — the  biggest  mountains  he  could  find. 

While  visiting  friends  in  New  Hampshire,  he  wrote,  "Of 
course  my  great  desire  was  to  climb  Mt.  Washington."  And 
he  did,  not  without  mishaps.  When  traveling  in  Switzerland 


standardized  examinations  and  the  rigor  of  college  but  for  life      as  a  tutor,  and  discovering  he  was  near  "the  second  highest 


beyond.  In  a  November  1920  chapel  talk  about  the  school's 
motto,  Seaver  Buck,  Berkshire's  founder,  said  that  his  school 
taught  the  ability  to  think  clearly,  to  be  physically  fit,  and  to 
work  hard.  "We  should  not  be  afraid  to  work.  If  we  can  force 
ourselves  into  doing  chores  distasteful  to  us,  we  have  that 
much  more  to  our  credit." 

A  word  about  the  values  Buck  left  his  school — values  that 
you  have  demonstrated  for  the  last  four  years.  After  losing 


peak  in  the  Tyrol,"  he  "immediately  wanted  to  climb  it."  And 
he  did.  That  day.  Not  without  mishaps,  and  despite  the  cau- 
tions of  friends. 

These  anecdotes  suggest  a  tenacity  and  vitality  for  which 
we  are  still  famous.  Then  there's  the  other  strain  of  advice 
coming  from  Buck  and  the  school's  early  days  that  says:  don't 
mope  when  times  are  hard;  don't  feel  sorry  for  yourself;  get  on 
with  life! 
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That's  enough  advice  and  reminders  about  advice  to  last 
you  awhile.  It's  all  pretty  easy  to  forget  anyway  except  the 
images!  You  can  hold  onto  images — visions  of  determined, 
high  spirited  people  in  action,  the  ways  they  walk,  skate,  run, 
seat  themselves,  or  turn  their  head.  And  all  these  images  are 
framed  here  in  this  park  we  call  our  campus  where  life  begins 
all  over  again  every  year,  turns  from  green  to  red  and  gold 
to  white,  to  green  again,  holds  its  breath  all  summer  for  us, 
saying  as  we  return, "See?  I'm  still  green,  maybe  a  little  tan. 
Everything's  almost  the  same." 

How  can  lowlanders  understand  us?  We  come  cart-wheel- 
ing down  from  this  mountain  stronghold,  some  of  us  hel- 
meted,  armored,  gauntleted,  cleated,  wielding  sticks,  rackets, 
bats,  clad  in  the  pine  green  and  rock  gray  of  our  mountain 
home.  Whoever  heard  of  a  school  that  took  its  colors  from  its 
place?  Whoever  heard  of  a  New  England  prep  school  where 
you  can't  stick  your  nose  in  the  air,  because  if  you  try,  you'll 
quickly  see  that  Mt.  Everett — not  you,  not  any  of  us — is  the 
grandest  presence  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

Henry  Thoreau  wrote  A  Week  on  the  Concord  and 
Merrimac  Rivers  in  memory  of  his  deceased  brother  John. 
Yet  Henry  mentions  his  brother's  name  not  once.  "Typical," 
people  say:  "Thoreau  is  never  direct!"  But  these  people  miss 
the  point  that  John  is  always  on  the  edge  of  the  book,  fram- 
ing it,  just  as  our  mountain  is  always  on  the  edge  of  our  lives 
here.  Once  in  awhile  it  even  visits:  a  spring  bear  shambles  on 
to  campus;  in  midsummer  a  thirsty  rattlesnake  turns  up  near 
DeWindt  Dorm. 


:<  ^Sheffield Pottery 

/-/  The  Berkshire's  Best  Selection  of  Hand 


The  Berbhire's  Best  Selection  of  Handcrafted  American  Pottery 

American  Made  Blue  Stripe 
&  Spongeware  Pottery  50%  Off! 


No,  we  aren't  a  town  school — convenient  to  airports  and 
malls.  We  aren't  a  school  on  a  hill,  pretending  to  be  on  top 
of  the  world.  We  are  highlanders — retaining  some  of  Seaver 
Buck's  pugnacity,  his  love  of  mountains,  his  resolve,  and  his 
complexity. 

We're  used  to  living  with  a  great  presence  at  our  back — 
a  fire-striking  dawn  dealing  flood  tumbling 

leaf  gilding  limb  stiffening  sunset  stealing 

bear  breeding  snake  spawning         raven  ratling 

spring  kindling  spirit — 

the  Dome  of  the  Taconics 
Easy  to  spot  at  a  distance  far  from  airports  and  malls. 

So  if  you  ever  feel  a  little  lost  out  there, 

if  life  becomes  too  much  a  pathless  wood  (as  the  poet  says), 

if  questions  perplex  you — retrace  your  steps. 

Walk  in  the  drive  some  morning 

and  lift  up  your  eyes. 

There  will  be  no  question  coming  from  the  mountain. 

She  is  an  answered  question. 

Walk  again  these  familiar  paths  and  trails, 

and  you  will  depart  with  your  spirit 

renewed. 


VENDORS  A  EXHIBITORS  WANTED 

Sheffield  in  Celebration 

Saturday,  September  10,  3-7pm. 
Contact  Dave  Smith  at  229-9956 


STAVELEIGH 
HOUSE 

Bed   'V-   Brecikkuil 


"The  hospitality  at 

Staveleigh  House  is  deeper 

and  more  thoughtful  than 

you  mil  find  elsewhere. " 

-House  &  Gardens 


59  Main  Street 
Sheffield,  MA  01257 

413-229-2129         www.staveleigh.com 


Community  News 


BARRINCTON  STAGE  SUMMER  SHOWS 


Barrington  Stage  Company  starts  its  11th  season  with  an 
ambitious  program  playing  stages  in  Sheffield,  Great  Bar- 
rington and  Pittsfield. 

Follies,  the  groundbreaking  Stephen  Sondheim  musical 
that  debuted  in  1971,  will  run  from  June  23-July  16  at  the 
Consolati  Performing  Arts  Center  (CPAC)  at  Mt.  Ever- 
ett High  School  on  Berkshire  School  Rd.  Starring  Leslie 
Denniston,  Jeff  McCarthy,  Kim  Crosby,  Lara  Teeter,  Marni 
Nixon  and  Donna  McKechnie,  the  story  focuses  on  the 
reunion  of  two  couples  with  romantically  entangled  pasts.  In 
a  series  of  exuberant  songs,  from  haunting  ballads  to  a  string 
of  glittering  jazz-age  numbers,  the  foursome  sing  out  the 
stories  of  what  was,  what  wasn't  and  what  could  have  been. 

The  Importance  of  Being  Ernest,  Oscar  Wilde's  mas- 
terpiece of  irrepressible  wit,  takes  hold  of  the  Mainstage 
at  CPAC  July  21  through  Aug.  7,  starring  BSC  favorites 
Christopher  Innvar,  Mark  H.  Dold,  Tandy  Cronyn  and 
Tony  Award-winner  Carole  Shelley.  Built  on  hilarious 
wordplay  and  intricate  plotting,  The  Importance  of  Being 
Ernest  has  been  hailed  as  one  of  the  funniest  plays  in  the 
English  language. 

Elegies:  A  Song  Cycle  will  play  Aug.  11-28  on  the  stage 
of  The  Mahaiwe  Performing  Arts  Center  on  Castle  St. 
in  Great  Barrington.  Barrington  Stage  is  thrilled  to  bring 
another  work  of  William  Finn,  composer  and  lyricist  of 
last  summer's  hit  musical,  The  25th  Annual  Putnam  County 
Spelling  Bee,  to  the  Berkshires.  A  collection  of  musical  love 
letters,  Elegies  celebrates  the  lives  of  people  (and  a  hand- 
ful of  dogs)  that  have  lent  meaning  to  the  writer's  life. 
Barrington  Stage  is  excited  to  take  this  production  to  the 
glorious  century-old  stage  of  the  Mahaiwe  Performing  Arts 
Center,  one  of  the  oldest  surviving  theatres  of  its  kind  in 
the  country. 

Fuente,  a  refreshingly  imaginative  play  by  Cusi  Cram, 
will  play  June  30-July  17  at  CPAC.  This  offbeat  comedy, 
which  received  a  workshop  at  BSC's  StudioSpace  Theatre 
last  November,  is  an  adventure  in  magical  realism  gone  awry. 

Hair,  a  semi-staged  concert  version  of  "the  original  tribal 
love-rock  musical"  will  appear  from  Aug.  3-7  at  the  Mahaiwe 
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and  from  Aug.  10-14  at  the  Berkshire  Music  Hall  in  Pitts- 
field.  With  a  book  by  James  Rado,  lyrics  by  Gerome  Ragni, 
and  music  by  Gait  McDermot,  Hair  contributed  one  of  the 
most  influential  scores  to  the  musical  theatre  canon,  includ- 
ing songs  such  as  "Age  of  Aquarius,"  "Manchester,  England," 
and  "Let  the  Sun  Shine  In." 

Barrington  Stage  Company  Youth  Theatre  will  present 
Snoopy,  the  family  musical  based  on  the  comic  strip  "Pea- 
nuts" by  Charles  M.  Schultz.  Snoopy  will  play  July  13-17 
at  CPAC  July  21-August  8  in  Pittsfield  at  First  Church 
of  Christ,  Scientist  (17  Wendell  Street).  Youth  Theatre 
participants,  ages  13  to  18  years  old,  come  from  all  over 
Berkshire  County. 

Special  BSC  events  include  the  Bacon  Brothers  (Kevin 
and  Michael)  in  concert  on  Mon.,  Aug.  1,  8pm,  CPAC; 
Donna  McKechnie  singing"Gypsy  in  My  Soul," July  11  and 
18,  8pm,  CPAC  Stage  II;  a  post-show  talkback  with  William 
Finn  on  Fri.,  Aug.  12  and  Wed.,  Aug.  17,  at  the  Mahaiwe; 
and  a  festival  of  one-act  musicals,  Fri.  and  Sat.,  Aug.  19  and 
20  at  7:30pm  and  Sun.,  Aug.  21  at  3pm,  BSC  Studio  Space 
in  Sheffield. 

For  ticket/subscription  information  call  413-528-8888; 
stop  by  the  BSC  box  office(18  Elm  Court,  Sheffield);  pur- 
chase online  at  www.barringtonstageco.org. 

SHEFFIELD  ANTIQUES  SHOW 

The  57th  Annual  Sheffield  Antiques  Show  will  be  held 
August  12-14  at  the  Mt.  Everett  Regional  School  gymnasium 
on  Berkshire  School  Rd.  in  Sheffield.  The  show,  the  longest 
continuously  running  antiques  show  in  Massachusetts,  is 
sponsored  by  The  First  Congregational  Church,  U.C.C.  of 
Sheffield  also  known  as  Old  Parish  Church. 

Twenty-five  dealers  have  been  assembled  who  will  display 
and  sell  furniture,  china,  art,  silver,  quilts  and  other  textiles 
and  collectibles.  In  the  cafeteria,  members  of  the  church  will 
offer  lunch  along  with  pies  and  baked  goods. 

The  show  will  be  open  from  10-5  on  Friday  and  Saturday 
and  from  10-4  on  Sunday.  The  show  is  handicapped  accessi- 
ble with  plenty  of  free  parking.  A  donation  of  $5  is  requested 
for  admittance.  For  dealer  information,  call  Sandra  Alden  at 
229-8163  or  the  Church  at  229-8173 

BERKSHIRE  BRIGADES  FUNDRAISER 

A  fundraiser  for  the  Berkshire  Brigades,  a  countywide 
organization  of  Democratic  activists  dedicated  to  building 
the  Democratic  base  in  Berkshire  County,  will  be  held  on 
Thurs.,  July  14,  7- 10pm,  at  Seven  Hills  Resort  on  Plunkett 
St.  in  Lenox.  Spend  Bastille  Day  with  us,  dance  and  play 
political  games  where  Democrats  learn  how  to  win  again. 
Where  else  can  you  have  this  much  fun  for  $20  per  person? 
Too  young  to  vote,  you  get  in  free!  For  more  information, 
visit:  www.berkshiredems.org  or  call  243-4804. 


ROBINS  PUBLISHES  BOOK  ON  EYE  CONDITION 


Former  long-time  Sheffield  resident 
Seymour  "Rob"  Robins  is  nothing  if  not 
energetic  and  determined.  Now  92,  he 
has  been  legally  blind  for  five  or  six  years. 
But  he  seems  to  regard  his  condition, 
known  as  macular  degeneration,  as  much 
as  a  challenge  as  an  affliction.  Certainly,  it 
is  not  something  that  should  be  permit- 
ted to  get  in  the  way  of  his  enjoyment 
of  life  and  the  completion  of  the  many 
projects  he  has  undertaken.  One  of  these 
is  his  new  book  on  his  experience  with 
the  disease.  Vision  Junkie:  Essays  and 
Other  Writings  for  the  Parallel  World  of 
the  Legally  Blind  will  come  out  in  July. 

Rob,  a  retired  internationally 
known  graphic  and  industrial  designer 
and  artist,  moved  up  from  New  York 
City  and  became  a  full  time  Sheffield 
resident  in  the  early  1970s.  He  lived 
here  for  about  30  years  in  a  carefully 
restored  old  barn  just  across  Board- 
man  St.  from  the  canoe  launching  spot 
on  the  Housatonic  named  after  him, 
"Rob's  Landing."  He  moved  to  Kimball 
Farms  Life  Care  Facility  in  Stockbridge 
in  2001  after  his  vision  deteriorated  to 


such  a  degree  that  it  was  not  practical 
for  him  to  live  alone  any  longer. 

"I  am  a  macular  degenerate,'" 
Rob  says  with  glee.  He  is  not  able 
to  see  what  he  is  looking  at  directly. 
But  through  hard  work  and  stubborn 
persistence  and  with  the  support  of  his 
doctors,  he  has  managed  to  develop  his 
peripheral  vision  to  the  point  where  he 
can  interpret  the  limited  visual  signals 
he  receives  much  better  than  he  could  a 
few  years  ago.  And  while  his  sight  is  get- 
ting worse  because  the  blind  spot  at  the 
center  of  his  vision  is  expanding,  he  has 
learned  to  navigate  the  obstacles  this 
creates,  partly  with  the  help  of  an  array 
of  devices  that  include  a  big-screen 
computer  terminal  with  large  fonts  that 
lets  him  communicate  via  email  and  a 
large  magnifier  in  his  kitchen  that  per- 
mits him  to  distinguish  cans  of  tomato 
soup  from  cans  of  mushroom  soup. 

Vision  Junkie  is  about  his  struggle 
with  his  affliction  in  particular  and  cop- 
ing with  adversity  in  general.  The  book, 
he  says,  is  basically  positive  and  upbeat. 
It's  intended  primarily  for  the  legally 


blind  and  their  families  and  caregiv- 
ers. The  book  uses  photographs  to  help 
those  with  normal  vision  understand 
the  world  of  the  blind  or  nearly  blind. 

Eye  specialists  should  be  interested 
as  well  since,  as  Rob  has  been  told  by 
an  opthalmologist  at  Massachusetts 
Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  that  there  is 
nothing  like  his  book  in  print  and  that 
there  is  a  real  need  for  it.  The  doc- 
tor went  on  to  say  that  too  few  people 
suffering  from  severe  visual  impair- 
ment talk  to  their  doctors  about  their 
experiences  and  how  they  attempt  to 
deal  with  them  and  that  Rob's  book 
provides  useful  insights  for  those  treat- 
ing people  with  macular  degeneration. 

To  date,  Rob  has  not  been  able  to 
find  a  publisher  willing  to  produce  his 
book.  So  he  decided  to  publish  a  limited 
edition  of  600  copies  himself  and  hopes 
to  generate  interest  in  the  publishing 
community.  He  expects  the  printer  to 
deliver  the  book  to  him  early  in  July 
when  the  book  will  go  on  sale  at  the  Pin- 
nacle Shop  at  Kimball  Farms  for  $20. 

— Peter  Rowntree 


Master  License  Fully  Insured 
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Joe  Seward 
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ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 
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New  Construction 
Landscape  Lighting 
Renovations 
Modular  Homes 

413-229-2561 


A  Christian  Day  Camp 


MARK  YOUR  CALENDARS! 


Monday,  August  1st  -  Friday,  August  5th,  2005 

Greenwoods  Community  Church 

355  Clayton  Road 
Ashley  Falls,  MA  01 222 


Art 

Cooking 
Bible  Stories 
Crafts 
Games 


Painted  Furniture 

Drama 

Tech 

Special  Guests 


Call  for  information: 
413-229-8560 
860-824-7442 

email: 

pastor. 

greenwoods@snet.  net 


Community  News 


CHURCH  NEWS 

Old  Parish  Church 
Restoration  project  begins.  The  long- 
needed  restoration  of  Old  Parish  Church 
on  the  Sheffield  Green  began  on  June  14 
when  Wilkinson  &  Sons  revealed  the 
foundation  of  the  north  wall.  The  work, 
which  includes  replacement  of  beams  and 
clapboards,  repair  of  the  north  founda- 
tion and  exterior  ornamentation  and 
painting,  and  replastering  and  painting 
the  interior,  will  continue  throughout  the 
summer.  The  work,  contracted  to  BG 
Burgess,  a  well-respected  church  re- 
storer/contractor who  works  throughout 
New  England,  has  been  sub -contracted 
out  as  much  as  possible  to  local  firms. 

The  Capital  Campaign  Fund 
Committee  has  mailed  brochures  to  all 
church  members  and  to  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Sheffield  community  and 
its  businesses  requesting  help  in  saving 
the  1765  building,  the  anchor  of  the 
Sheffield  Green.  If  you  have  questions, 
call  Old  Parish  at  229-8173,  leave  your 
name,  and  someone  will  call  you.  Or 
visit  the  table  at  the  Farmers'  Market. 
Donations  may  be  sent  to  the  Capital 
Campaign  Fund,  c/o  Connie  Cooper, 
PO  Box  387,  Sheffield,  MA  01257. 

Christ  Church 

Worship  in  the  garden.  During  the  sum- 
mer, on  the  first  Sunday  of  each  month, 
at  8  and  10am,  Christ  Church  Episcopal 
will  hold  worship  services  in  the  Memo- 
rial Garden  behind  the  church.  Join  us 
as  we  praise  God  amid  the  singing  of 
birds  surrounded  by  the  beauty  of  God's 


creation.  The  July  3rc*  service  included 
prayers  for  our  country,  thanksgivings 
for  our  many  precious  freedoms  and  the 
patriotic  hymns  we  cherish.  Additional 
services  in  the  garden  will  be  held  on 
Aug.  7  and  Sept.  4. 

First  Sundays  at  Christ  Church  are 
known  as  "Family  Sunday,"  with  music 
offered  by  the  young  choir  members,  the 
recognition  of  birthdays  and  anniversa- 
ries, and  a  special  message  for  the  chil- 
dren and  younger  people.  Every  service 
at  Christ  Church  is  followed  by  delicious 
refreshments  and  the  time  for  fellowship. 
Please  join  us! 

Wednesday  evening  Taize  worship. 
Christ  Church  is  offering  a  unique  ecu- 
menical worship  service  one  Wednesday 
a  month  during  the  summer.  The  worship 
model  comes  from  the  French  village  of 
Taize,  where  an  ecumenical  Christian 
community  was  formed  during  World 
War  II.  Taize  is  now  the  destination  of 
thousands  of  Christian  pilgrims  and  has 
a  special  mission  to  serve  young  people. 

The  heart  of  Taize  worship  is  its 
music.  Taking  verses  from  the  Bible  and 
setting  them  to  simple  chants,  the  music 
is  easy  to  learn  and  has  a  staying  quality 
that  continues  to  inspire.  The  instru- 
mental accompaniment  includes  piano, 
guitar,  flute  and  other  instruments  as 
available.  Musicians  from  the  community 
are  invited  to  come  and  learn  the  simple 
tunes  and  participate  in  the  services.  Mari 
Enoch,  the  church's  organist,  will  direct 
the  music. 

Christ  Church  Episcopal  is  offering 


this  service  to  the  entire  community  and 
to  the  members  of  all  the  churches.  It 
promises  to  be  a  time  for  quiet  reflection, 
prayer  and  praise.  Inquiries  about  the  ser- 
vices on  July  27  and  Aug.  24  at  7pm  may 
be  made  to  the  church  office  at  229-8811. 

Parish  Fair.  Sat.,  Aug.  13, 10  a.m.- 
4  p.m.  Annual  Parish  Fair  at  Christ 
Church.  In  the  front  of  the  church  will 
be  a  large  inflated  slide  for  children  of  all 
ages,  homemade  baked  goods  and  frozen 
casseroles,  craft  booths,  a  large  tag  sale, 
a  food  concession  with  hot  dogs  and 
hamburgers,  clowns,  and  music.  Inside 
there  will  be  a  book  fair.  Members  of 
the  church's  Teen  and  Junior  Choirs  will 
perform. 

This  year's  quilt  to  be  raffled  off  at 
the  end  of  the  day  was  handmade  by 
Anne  Tryon  and  is  called  "Spring  Gar- 
den." Tours  of  the  historic  church  featur- 
ing the  two  Tiffany  windows  of  Christ 
the  Good  Shepherd  and  the  Resurrection 
on  Easter  Morn  will  be  offered. 

Anyone  interested  in  renting  a  space 
for  a  craft  booth  ($35)  or  in  making  do- 
nations to  the  tag  sale  should  contact  the 
church  office  at  229-8811. 

The  Good  Samaritan  Fund.  This 
community-assistance  fund  helps  local 
families  and  individuals  with  emergency 
expenses.  It  was  started  by  a  coalition  of 
Sheffield  churches  and  is  currently  being 
administered  through  Christ  Church 
Episcopal  in  Sheffield.  The  Fund  receives 
donations  from  area  churches  and  indi- 
viduals on  a  regular  basis.  Money  is  also 
raised  at  the  Sheffield  Christmas  Tree 
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PE  VRIES  BUILDING  SUPPLY  INC. 

21  BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  ROAD      SHEFFIELD,  MA 


Lumber 

Hardware 

Garden  Supplies 

Domestic 
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•  Masonry 

•  Paint 

•  Insulation 

FREE 
DELIVERY 


Whether  you're  a  contractor  or  doing  the  job  your- 
self you'll  find  what  you  need  at  De  Vries. 

41  3-229-8777    41 3-229-8820  FAX 
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Lighting  service  held  every  December 
(last  year  we  raised  over  $1,200)  and  at 
other  events. 

Anyone  interested  in  receiving 
emergency  assistance  can  contact  any 
area  church  or  the  Rev.  Annie  Ryder  at 
Christ  Church  Episcopal.  Checks  are 
never  written  to  individuals  but  to  such 
entities  as  landlords,  fuel  or  insurance 
companies,  pharmacies,  etc.  Over  the 
past  year,  the  Good  Samaritan  Fund  has 
assisted  families  in  purchasing  heating 
oil,  gasoline,  making  payments  for  car 
insurance  and  rent  and  other  appropri- 
ate emergency  needs. 

Thanks  to  all  who  have  contrib- 
uted. For  more  information  or  to  make 
inquiries,  call  Christ  Church  Episcopal  at 
229-8811. 

Sacred  Arts  Camp,  During  the 
week  of  July  18-22,  from  9-12  each  day, 
Christ  Church  Episcopal  will  be  offering 
a  Sacred  Arts  Camp  for  children  enter- 
ing grades  K-6  in  the  fall.  It  will  meet 
daily  at  the  church  (180  Main  St.).  The 
curriculum  will  explore  areas  of  worship 
including  architecture,  music,  stained 
glass,  banners,  bread-making,  art,  drama 
and  Bible  stories.  There  will  also  be  time 
for  outdoor  play  and  refreshments.  To 
register,  contact  the  Rev.  Annie  Ryder  at 
229-8811.  Registration  is  required  by 
Tues.,July  12. 

Food  Assistance  Program  Summer 
Pantry  Needs.  Thanks  in  large  part  to  the 
efforts  of  Berkshire  School  and  Under 
Mountain  Elementary  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Andrea  Campbell,  the  food  pantry 
has  stayed  well  stocked  this  winter.  Other 
non-perishables  have  been  regularly  do- 
nated by  members  of  our  local  churches 
and  individuals  who  know  how  much  a 
little  bit  helps.  For  the  summer,  through 
the  generosity  of  their  donors,  the  Farm 
Girl  Farms  in  Egremont  and  their  vol- 
unteers will  be  bringing  the  harvest  from 
two  shares  of  fresh  organic  farm  produce 
to  the  food  program  every  week.  But  we 
still  need  your  help.  Our  25  households 
still  need  other  grocery  store  items.  Please 
bring  food  items  or  staples  such  as  paper 
towels,  shampoo,  and  toothbrushes  to  the 
barrel  at  Berkshire  Bank. 


BUY  LOCAL! 
Our  advertisers  are  local  busi- 
nesses. Let  them  know  you  read 
about  them  in  the  $heffieklTime$> 


CHURCHES  &  SERVICES 


ASHLEY  FALLS 


Greenwoods  Community  Church  (non-denominational) 

355  Clayton  Road  (413)  229-8560;  parsonage  (860)  824-7442. 

Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday  School  (ages  3-adult);  10:30am  Worship  Service,  nursery  care 

provided;  Rev.  Edward  M.  Eastman  Jr.,  Pastor 

Trinity  Methodist  (United  Methodist) 

1156  Ashley  Falls  Road  (413)  229-2712.  Sunday:  9am  Service.  Pastor  Betty  LeGeyt 


GREAT  BARRINGTON 


Congregation  Ahavath  Shalom  (reconstruction ist) 

North  Street  (413)528-4197 

Friday,  8pm  &  Saturday,  10am.  Services  are  not  held  every  week.  Schedules  are  updated 

weekly  on  tie  answering  machine,  including  special  services. 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire 

270  State  Road  (413)  528-6378 

Friday:  7:30pm  Shabbat  Service;  Saturday:  10am  Shabbat  service  &  Torah  study. 

Rabbi  Deborah  Zecher,  Assistant  Rabbi  Andrew  Klein 

Trinity  Lutheran 

198  Main  Street 

(413)528-1330.  Sunday:  9am  Sunday  Worship.  Rev.  Steve  Edmiston 

Unitarian  U niversalist  Meeting  of  South  Berkshire 

Meet  at  the  United  Methodist  Church,  198  Main  Street  (413)  528-4850; 
home  (413)  528-3106.  Sunday:  5pm.  Rev.  Kathy  Duhon 

Mr Jiwa, Lft . J<wyM. t .■■.. ,  .r|  |  .  i  i 

Christ  Church  (Episcopal) 

180  Main  Street  (413)229-8811 

Sunday:  8am  &  10am  Holy  Eucharist;  10am  Sunday  School  &  childcare;  Thursday:  10am  Holy 

Eucharist  &  Healing.  Rev.  Anne  Ryder. 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's  Witnesses 

Rte  7  &  Kellogg  Road  (413)  229-8649.  The  public  is  welcome. 

Faith  Baptist 

640  North  Main  Street  (413)  229-0400  Sunday:  9:45am  Sunday  School;  10:45am 
Worship  Service;  6pm  Bible  Study;  Wednesday:  7pm  Mid-week  Service:  Pastor  L.V.  Morris. 

Old  Parish  (Congregational) 

125  Main  Street  (413)  229-8173  Sunday:  10am  Worship.  Rev.  Clare  Overlander.  Pastor: 
Sunday  School,  10am  (No  Sunday  School  during  the  summer.) 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic) 

Maple  Avenue  (413)  229-3028;  Saturday:  4:00pm  Mass;  Sunday:  Sheffield  7:30am.  9am 
Masses;  Mill  River  10:30  Mass.  Rev.  John  S.  Lis 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non-denominational) 

1970  N.  Main  Street,  www.sheffieldchapel.org  ,  (413)  528-2911  Sunday:  8am  & 

10:45am  Moming  Worship;  9:30am  Sunday  school  for  all  ages;  Tuesdays:  7pm  Group  Prayer 

Time;  Thursdays:  Grief  Share  and  Support  Group  Seminar.  7am.  Pastor  Chet  Howes 


CARLSON  PROPANE 

Division  Of  Carlson  Heating  &  Air  Conditioning 

HEATING  SOUTHERN  BERKSHIRE  COUNTY  FOR  OVER  20  YEARS 

RESIDENTIAL  &  COMMERCIAL  fjfa 

SALES        SERVICE        INSTALLATION 

AUTOMATIC  DELIVERY 

HEAT  •  HOT  WATER  •  GENERATOR 

COOKING 'POOL  HEATER 

(413)  229-3328  Or  (800)  542-2422 


79  Pike  Rd  Sheffield 


24  HOUR 

EMERGENCY 

SERVICE 


m* 
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Library  News 


LIBRARY'S  GREEN  MAKEOVER 


Sheffield  is  home  to  one  dynamic  and 
evolving  library,  and  the  home  base  for 
about  a  dozen  local  green-minded  com- 
panies. This  summer,  watch  to  see  what 
happens  when  the  two  get  together: 
Sheffield-based  landscapers  and  natural- 
ists will  be  working  their  magic  on  the 
library's  under-groomed  outside  areas, 
in  a  handful  of  "green"  projects  sure  to 
bring  the  grounds  up  to  par  with  the 
great  things  going  on  inside. 

Trustee  Betty  LeGeyt  says, "We 
have  a  lovely  library  with  an  exterior 
that  has  room  for  improvement,  and  it 
seemed  like  a  natural  fit  to  approach  our 
neighbors  with  the  skills  and  tools  to 
make  it  beautiful!" 

In  the  rear  of  the  library,  off  the 
main  program  room  in  the  basement, 
there's  a  bowl-shaped  gravel  area  with 
a  grassy  slope  leading  up  to  the  back 
lawn.  Ever  thought  it  looked  like  a  little 
amphitheater? 

This  thought  crossed  the  mind  of 
Sheffield  native  and  Webster-Ingersoll 
partner  Tom  Ingersoll,  and  he  brought 
it  up  in  conversation  with  Library  chief 
Nancy  Hahn.  Turns  out  the  original 
planners  had  that  intention,  but  since  the 
original  work  on  the  old  school  build- 
ing, nothing  had  been  done  to  make  the 
outdoor  performing  space  a  reality.  Com- 
plicating matters,  the  glass  doors  to  the 
program  room  and  the  gravel  have  proved 
incompatible — the  latter  has  shattered 
the  former  several  times.  And,  as  LeGeyt 
says,  unless  you're  fond  of  rolling  down 


hills,  access  to  the  rear  of  the  building  has 
never  been  resolved. 

Tom  and  Nancy  batted  some  ideas 
back  and  forth,  and  Tom  hit  on  an 
inexpensive  and  simple  solution.  He's  at 
work  on  plans  to  use  interlocking  paver 
stones  to  create  natural,  comfortable 
seating  as  well  as  safe,  ADA-quality  ac- 
cess to  the  lower  level  in  the  back.  In  the 
process,  a  whole  new  place  for  stories, 
theatre  and  concerts  will  come  alive. 
Work  is  expected  to  begin  in  the  not- 
too-distant  future. 

Makeover  for  the  front  grounds 

Aug.  13  has  been  set  aside  for  a  "Li- 
brary Green  Day,"  a  one -day  landscaping 
marathon  makeover  by  local  profes- 
sionals, who  will  focus  primarily  on  the 
scruffy  central  island  in  the  middle  of 
the  parking  area.  Invitations  to  partici- 
pate were  sent  to  a  small  horde  of  Shef- 
field landscapers,  contractors,  architects 
and  designers  and  a  flurry  of  responses 
spell  relief.  The  team  met  with  Nancy 
and  the  Library  Trustees  on  June  21  to 
scope  things  out  and  will  meet  again  on 
July  5  to  consider  and  decide  on  specific 
proposals. 

Donations  of  native  perennials, 
benches,  shrubs  and  compost/mulch 
will  be  requested,  and  a  workhorse  team 
of  volunteers  will  be  invited  to  spend  Li- 
brary Green  Day  moving  existing  trees, 
paving  the  center  island  path,  creating 
flower  beds  and  grassy  areas  and  prun- 
ing. At  some  point,  the  gazebo  behind 


THE  BUSHNELL-SAGE  LIBRARY 
(Just  off  route  7  in  shcfreld)  4 1 3-229-7004 
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10-5 

10-8 

10-5 

2-5 

Closed 


the  Library  will  be  repaired  and  moved 
to  the  front. 

The  final  step  in  this  summer's  make- 
over for  the  grounds  will  be  a  program 
led  by  Judy  Isacoff.  Last  fall  and  winter, 
she  worked  with  Library  Assistant  Direc- 
tor June  Wolfe  on  a  series  of  after- school 
nature  study  workshops  for  students 
(including  home-schoolers).  Judy  ap- 
plied through  the  Library  to  the  Green 
Pastures  Fund  at  Berkshire  Taconic 
Community  Foundation  and  received 
a  grant  of  $2,200  to  conduct  a  six-part 
"Landscapes  for  Learning"  series  at  the 
Library  this  summer.  Weaving  together 
literature  and  action,  the  participants 
will  explore  issues  like  biodiversity  and 
the  connection  between  wild  nature  and 
human  cultivation  (both  agriculture  and 
horticulture).  Readings  from  storybooks, 
how-to's  and  scientific  texts  will  inform 
good  hard  work  with  a  shovel  and  hoe. 
Journaling,  artwork  and  discussion  will 
lead  to  designing  and  making  real  a  native 
plant  demonstration  garden,  which  will 
serve  as  an  ongoing  resource  for  con- 
tinued learning  and  programs  on  these 
ideas.  Program  dates  will  be  announced. 

For  more  information  on  the 
amphitheater,  Library  Green  Day  or 
the  Landscapes  for  Learning  programs, 
contact  Nancy  Hahn  or  June  Wolfe  at 
229-7005.  —Janet  Elsbach 


ALLIED 

MORTGAGE 

CAPITAL  CORPORATION 


Jessica  Krupski 

Mortgage  Loan  Officer 

Local  Office  (413)  229-9908  •  Fax  (413)  229-2210 
Cell  Phone:  (413)441-2999 


Main  Office  (800)  320-2204  •  Fax  (203)  378-7351 


Berkshire  Estates  Realty 

Rita  A.  Backhaus,  CBR 

Broker/Owner 
Roger  Belanger,  Broker  Associate 

We  are  a  full  service  agency. 

Let  us  represent  you  in  your  next 

sale,  purchase,  or  rental! 

Experience  the  Difference!! 
Phone  413-528-5262  Fax  413-528-6272 

www.berkshireestatesrealty.com 
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MAIN  FLOOR  REARRANGED 

Assistant  Director  June  Wolfe,  with  help  from  her  husband, 
Jim,  has  orchestrated  a  radical  rearrangement  of  stacks  and 
furniture  on  the  main  floor  of  the  Library  to  make  it  more  con- 
venient for  library  users. 

Now,  new  books,  bookmobile  materials  and  periodicals — 
three  of  the  most  heavily  visited  sections  of  the  Library — are 
located  in  two  adjacent  bays  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  main 
floor  just  south  of  the  high-traffic  area  near  the  circulation 
desk.  New  books  and  all  the  current  bookmobile  offerings 
occupy  the  northern  bay.  The  second  contains  an  enlarged 
seating  nook  with  its  comfortable  upholstered  furniture,  the 


RECOMMENDED  READING 


FreddyThe  Pig.  During  the  last  three  years,  my  father  and  I 
have  been  reading  the  Freddy  books.They  are  a  wonder- 
ful series  of  28  books  by  Walter  R.  Brooks.  Freddy  the  pig 
is  a  truly  remarkable  and  unusually  gifted  pig.  His  friends, 
including  Sniffy  Wilson  (a  skunk);  Mrs.  Wiggins  and  her 
sisters  (cows);  Georgie  and  Robert  (dogs);  Jinx  (Freddy's 
best  friend,  a  cat);  Hank  (a  horse);  Old  Whibly  (an  owl); 
Charles  and  Henrietta  (a  rooster  and  a  hen);  and  others 
all  live  on  the  Bean  farm.  Freddy  has  many  adventures  with 
his  friends  in  these  chapter  books,  which  are  excellent  to 
read  aloud  (or  read  to  yourself)  if  you  are  between  the 
ages  of  5  and  1 00.  — Hazel  Elsbach 


PASTEL  -  WATERCOLOR 
OIL  PAINTINGS 

By 

Lois  Van  Cleef 

Casa  Mia  Studio 

Ashley  Falls,  Massachusetts 

413/229-3355 


SHEFFIELD  WATER  CO.,  INC. 

A  Privately  Owned  Public  Utility 
Serving  Sheffield  Since  1895 

Pure  Water  Without  Purification 

1080  S.  Undermountain  Rd. 

PO  Box  295 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

413-229-2777 


current  newspaper  display  table  and  the  periodicals  rack. 

These  changes  have  opened  up  the  view  from  the  circula- 
tion desk  to  the  children's  book  area  and  have  allowed  the  local 
authors  collection  to  be  enlarged.  Thank  you,  Jim  and  June,  and 
also  thanks  to  Nancy  Elliott,  who  volunteered  to  shift  all  the 
bookmobile  materials.  — Peter  Rowntree 

LOCAL  AUTHOR  READS 

Local  illustrator  and  author  Sue  MacVeety  recently  appeared 
at  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library  to  read  her  new  book,  The  Singing 
Sea,  to  an  audience  of  40.  About  20  of  them  were  children.  Her 
last  book,  Helper  Cow,  was  illustrated  by  Sheffield  resident  Ann 
Douglas.  The  Singing  Sea,  written  in  Spanish  and  English,  was 
translated  by  Monterey  resident  Valerie  Zantay.  Sue  did  her 
own  beautiful  pastel  illustrations.  The  cover,  a  beautiful  draw- 
ing of  a  palm  tree  by  the  sea,  was  done  by  her  son,  Max. 

Sue  was  inspired  by  a  trip  to  Grenada,  when  she  realized 
that  there  were  people  who  lived  by  the  sea  their  whole  lives 
without  ever  going  into  it.  She  wanted  to  give  people  an  idea 
of  the  sea  as  a  welcoming  place.  Sue  likes  to  think  of  the  book 
helping  families  who  have  been  through  the  tsunami,  or  a 
hurricane,  because  they  have  a  great  need  to  think  comforting 
thoughts  of  the  sea  again.  In  the  story,  sea  creatures  each  speak 
in  rhymes  that  show  a  personality  for  each  one.  It  is  perfect  for 
reading  aloud  to  children,  particularly  young  children. 

— Hazel  Elsbach,  age  9 


The  family  of  Olga  Suftin  Leafgreen 

invites  you  to  join  us  in  celebrating 

her  90th  birthday. 


Sunday,  August  28th 
H.  "^  3 -5pm 

Old  Parish  Church 


Cards  can  be  sent  to  her  at: 


Noble  Horizons 
17  Cobble  Road 
Salisbury,  CT 06068 
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Village  Green 


Televised  Board  of  Selectmen's  meetings  can  also  be 

seen  on  CTSB  Cable  Channel  1 6.  Check  schedule  for 

times.  Not  all  meetings  are  televised. 


Board  of  Selectman:  From  the  Meeting  Minutes 


Highlights:  Planning  Board  reports  on 
project  status  (5/23).  Cable  surcharge 
increase  (3/28  and  4/4).  'Turning  Point' 
approved  for  Lantern  location  (4/4). 
Hannum  joins  the  board  (5/16).  Hulett 
Hill  development  (5/23). 

3/28 — Planning  Board  Chairman  Rene 
Wood  updated  the  Board  on  the  highlights 
of  the  Smart  Growth  Grant.  [See  5/23.  J 

The  Board  accepted  the  resignations  of 
William  Browne,  Susan  LeGeyt  VanDeu- 
sen,  and  Robert  Macy  Jr.  from  the  Sheffield 
Historical  Commission.  In  a  written  recom- 
mendation, Carl  Proper,  the  commission's 
chairman,  proposed  that  the  Board  appoint 
David  West  and  Barbara  West  to  fill  two  of 
the  vacancies.  Selectmen  David  Macy  and 
Janet  Stanton  expressed  concerns  about 
spouses  serving  on  the  same  board.  When 
Chairman  Richard  Kirchner  called  for  a  vote, 
no  Board  member  favored  the  appointments. 

The  Selectmen  agreed  to  invite  Jim 
Balfanz,  president  of  Community  Televi- 
sion for  the  Southern  Berkshires,  to  inform 
the  Board  about  CTSB's  request  to  amend 
the  cable  television  contract.  Sheffield  cable 
TV  subscribers  currendy  pay  a  3  percent 
surcharge  to  fund  CTSB's  public  access 
channel.  CTSB  is  asking  Sheffield  to  raise 
the  surcharge  to  5  percent.  Selectmen  Macy 
registered  his  disappointment  with  the 
quality  of  CTSB's  service,  and  Selectmen 
Stanton  and  Macy  indicated  that  they  were 
not  inclined  to  consent  to  the  fee  increase. 

The  Board  voted  to  award  the  bid  for 
town  mowing  and  landscaping  to  Steven 
Seward  and  Son's  Lawncare,  the  sole  bid- 
der. The  three-year  contract  is  valued  at 
$9,800  per  year.  After  being  informed  that 
the  federal  mileage  reimbursement  rate  is 
now  40.5  cents  per  mile,  the  Board  voted 
to  increase  its  rate  from  30  to  40  cents  per 
mile,  effective  immediately. 

Upon  Selectman  Stanton's  motion,  the 
Board  signed  and  approved  the  purchase 
and  sale  agreement  for  Sheffield  Business 
Park  lots  2  (CMR  LLC  of  Great  Barrington, 
MA)  and  4  (Four  Corners,  LLC  of  Miller- 
ton,  NY).  [As  reported  in  the  Berkshire  Eagle, 
lot  2  and  three  other  lots  sold  for  $87,000  each 
and  lot  4,  whose  sale  was  negotiated  earlier,  sold 
for  $65,067.] 
41 A — The  Board  held  a  public  hearing 
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on  Marina  Coulon's  application  for  an 
entertainment  license  "to  provide  a  sober 
environment  for  people  to  enjoy  live  bands, 
DJs,  karaoke,  Alcoholics  Anonymous  meet- 
ings, picnics,  volleyball,  etc.,"  on  the  site  of 
the  former  Lantern.  After  a  lengthy  and 
lively  debate  the  Board  conditionally  agreed 
to  approve  the  application. 

At  the  outset  of  the  hearing,  Coulon 
stated  that  her  establishment  would  offer 
a  sober  environment  for  recovering  addicts 
to  enjoy  entertainment.  She  said  that  she 
had  never  received  any  complaints  about  the 
property's  septic  system  and  that  because 
the  property  was  not  changing  hands,  a  Title 
V  inspection  was,  in  her  view,  not  required. 
On  the  matter  of  fire  safety  code  compliance, 
Coulon  told  the  Board  1)  that  an  inspection 
was  not  mandated  until  2007, 2)  that  an 
automatic  alarm  and  sprinkler  would  be  in- 
stalled at  that  time,  3)  that  because  no  grease 
cooking  is  being  contemplated,  the  kitchen 
does  not  need  a  special  fire  extinguisher. 
Coulon  also  said  that  to  reduce  potential 
noise  she  would  have  the  band  played  softer 
and  would  keep  the  establishments  back 
door  closed,  unless  it  was  being  used  for 
handicap  accessibility. 

Dennis  Downing,  an  attorney  for  Sheila 
and  Robert  Kotur  and  Jared  Clayton,  who 
live  in  the  neighborhood,  stated  that  his 
clients  required  clarification  on  the  legitimacy 
of  a  business  operating  in  the  middle  of  a 
residential  neighborhood.  He  said  his  clients 
were  concerned  about  safety  and  noise  He 
said  his  understanding  was  that  the  business 
would  operate  indoors  from  8pm  till  mid- 
night on  Thursdays,  Fridays,  and  Saturdays, 
and  that  the  doors  would  be  closed  and  the 
parking  lot  monitored.  Selectman  Macy 
stated  that  Coulon's  application  would  be 
revisited  in  December. 

Clayton  read  a  letter,  dated  April  4, 
2005,  from  Sally  Strano  (932  Clayton 
Road).  Evelyn  Whitehouse,  who  resides 
behind  the  Lantern,  expressed  support  of  the 
application  and  said  that  Coulon  deserved  to 
have  a  chance  to  make  a  go  of  this  valuable 
piece  of  property. 

Another  couple  residing  across  the 
street  said  that  noise  levels  from  the  Lantern 
had  increased  ever  since  trees  in  front  of  the 
building  had  been  removed.  Clayton,  a  land- 
scape architect,  noted  that  many  seemingly 


easy  methods  for  screening  out  noise  may 
not  work  and  that  a  qualified  noise-abate- 
ment consultant  should  be  hired.  He  further 
stated  his  hope  that  the  establishment  would 
have  denned  entrances  to  the  parking  lot,  a 
lot  attendant,  and  a  doorman.  Harriet  Stur- 
ges,  who  resides  250  feet  from  the  establish- 
ment, indicated  that  she,  too,  was  concerned 
about  noise.  But  another  resident  dismissed 
the  issue  entirely.  He  said  he  supported  the 
proposed  application  because  he  felt  it  would 
benefit  the  community. 

When  Robert  Kotur  expressed  concern 
about  the  septic  system,  Chairman  Kirchner 
responded  that  although  it  is  not  legally 
required,  a  Tide  V  inspection  will  be  done. 
Kotur  and  his  wife  expressed  concerns  about 
the  character  of  recovering  addicts  and  the 
possibility  that  they  might  introduce  drugs 
and  alcohol  into  the  neighborhood. 

When  Selectman  Stanton  expressed 
concern  about  motorcycle  noise,  particularly 
from  Harley  Davidsons,  Coulon  responded 
that  unlike  the  previous  owner,  she  would 
not  advertise  to  the  Harley  clientele.  She 
stated  her  belief  that  her  clientele  would  be 
churchgoers,  not  people  seeking  a  bar  scene. 
There  may  be  a  few  bikers,  she  conceded, 
but  most  would  probably  not  ride  big  chop- 
pers. Stanton  noted  that  the  previous  owner 
had  motorcyclists  leave  slowly  and  kept 
the  Lanterns  amplifiers  down  to  control 
the  sound  and  that  it  would  be  desirable 
to  check  the  sound  levels  during  periods  of 
actual  operation. 

Selectman  Macy  moved  to  grant  the 
entertainment  permit  to  Marina  Coulon, 
with  the  following  conditions:  1)  The  estab- 
lishment will  operate  only  on  Thursdays, 
Fridays,  and  Saturdays;  only  from  8pm  till 
midnight;  and  only  if  the  doors  are  to  be 
closed  when  music  is  playing. 

Selectman  Macy  pointed  out  that  the 
permit  would  not  be  renewed  automatically 
and  that  if  a  problem  emerged,  there  would 
be  time  to  address  it.  Selectman  Stanton 
noted  that  the  applicant  seemed  sensitive  to 
what  had  happened  in  the  past  at  The  Lan- 
tern and  that  her  establishments  proposed 
name — the  Turning  Point — was  indicative 
of  that.  Town  Administrator  Robert  Weitz 
stated  that  the  motion  needed  to  be  amend- 
ed to  reflect  the  stipulation  that  the  license 
renewal  would  not  be  automatic 


With  the  motion  so  amended,  the 
Board  unanimously  agreed  to  approve  the 
application,  with  the  stipulated  conditions. 

Jim  Balfanz  of  CTSB  discussed  his 
company's  request  to  increase  the  cable  sur- 
charge Sheffield  subscribers  pay.  He  noted 
that  the  other  four  towns  in  the  franchise 
area  are  currendy  paying  a  4  percent  sur- 
charge and  that  CTSB  is  petitioning  to  in- 
crease their  rate  to  5  percent,  too.  CTSB  es- 
timates that  the  increase  would  add  about  93 
cents  to  a  basic  cable  subscriber  in  Sheffield. 
The  extra  income  would  allow  CTSB  to  hire 
two  additional  programming  employees  and 
increase  its  educational  programs.  When  the 
Board  asked  if  CTSB  could  support  three 
channels,  Balfanz  said  that  even  with  the  ad- 
dition of  two  new  employees,  three  channels 
couldn't  be  programmed  for  24  hours,  7  days 
a  week.  Town  Administrator  Weitz  noted 
that  it  was  erroneous  to  compare  Sheffield's 
rates  with  the  other  towns'  because  the  town 
base  rate  is  higher.  Selectman  Macy  asked 
about  repeat  programming  and  the  discon- 
tinuation of  the  live  feed  from  the  Town 
Hall.  Balfanz  replied  that  CTSB  is  working 
on  restoring  the  live  feed.  The  problem,  he 
said,  lay  with  an  underground  cable  that  had 
to  be  fixed  by  the  cable  company. 

The  Board  discussed  the  Town  Prop- 
erty Alcohol  Policy.  Chairman  Kirchner 
expressed  concern  about  the  additional 
costs  for  insurance  and  licenses  and  said 
that  he  felt  this  policy  was  not  practical  for 
relatively  small  gatherings.  Selectman  Stan- 
ton observed  that  the  Town  Park  should 
not  be  a  place  where  people  drink.  Select- 
man Macy  stated  he  was  concerned  about 
possible  liability  if  alcoholic  beverages  were 
allowed  without  permit  on  town  property. 
Town  Administrator  Weitz  reported  that 
other  towns  he'd  contacted  do  not  allow 
alcoholic  beverages  on  town  property 
precisely  for  that  reason.  Selectman  Macy 
made  a  motion  to  approve  the  policy  with 
the  addition  of  a  clause  stating:  "Those  on 
town  property  shall  abide  by  all  the  laws 
in  Massachusetts  relative  to  the  serving  of 
Alcoholic  beverages."  Chairman  Kirchner 
said  the  board  will  further  investigate. 

The  Board  unanimously  approved  the 
draft  Annual  Town  Meeting  Warrant.  It  also 
approved  the  petition  for  a  joint  or  identical 
pole  relocation  on  Foley  Rd.,  pending  ap- 
proval of  the  Highway  Superintendent. 

The  Board  approved  the  purchase  and 
sale  agreement  of  Sheffield  Business  Park 
lot  3  (Sean  McElroy  dba  McElroy  Scenic 
Services).  It  adopted  a  1995  plan,  prepared 


by  Kelly,  Granger,  Parsons  and  Associates, 
Inc.,  to  lay  out  the  roadway  in  the  Busi- 
ness Park. 

4/19 — The  Board  of  Selectmen  met  to  dis- 
cuss the  concerns  expressed  by  Paul  Tepper, 
one  of  the  proposed  tenants  in  the  Business 
Park,  about  certain  terms  in  his  contract.  In 
a  letter  to  the  Planning  Board,  Tepper  said 
that  he  needed  greater  flexibility  in  his  hours 
of  operations  and  that  the  wording  of  the 
Planning  Board's  conditions  would  prevent 
him  from  owning  and  leasing  the  building  to 
a  third  party.  The  Planning  Board  members 
present  agreed  to  review  these  issues  at  their 
upcoming  meeting. 

The  Board  reviewed,  approved,  and 
signed  the  Administrative  Consent  Order 
Agreement  proposed  by  the  Department  of 
Environmental  Protection  for  the  Transfer 
Station. 

The  Selectmen  amended  a  contract 
with  Lochner  Engineering  to  update  their 
plans  and  specifications  for  the  Berkshire 
School  Rd.  project.  The  update,  required  by 
Massachusetts  Highway  Dept.,  will  be  paid 
for  out  of  Chapter  90  State  Highway  Funds. 

4/25 — In  April  Barbara  Fletcher  wrote  the 
Board  expressing  concern  about  a  possible 
car-repair  business  operating  across  the  street 
from  her  home  at  492  Alum  Hill  Rd.  Chair- 
man Kirchner  confirmed  diat  Fletcher's 
allegations  were  correct.  There  were  16  cars, 
some  with  plates,  many  covered  with  tarps, 
at  the  site.  The  Board  agreed  to  have  the 
Building  Inspector  and  Police  Chief  James 
McGarry  investigate  further. 

TEC  Associate  Consulting  Engineers 
sent  the  Board  of  Selectmen  (and  Board  of 
Health)  a  copy  of  its  letter  dated  April  1 1, 
2005,  to  the  Sheffield  Conservation  Com- 
mission. The  letter  contained  Housatonic 
Railroad  Company's  herbicide -spraying  plan 
for  2005  as  well  as  maps  that  will  be  used  to 
execute  the  plan  from  2005  through  2009. 
The  preparation  of  maps  of  private  drinking 
water  supplies,  however,  is  ongoing.  The  pro- 
posed herbicide  application  schedule  is  as  fol- 
lows: rights -of- way  June  27  through  July  8; 
touch-up  application  and  brush  application 
(non-sensitive  areas),  Sept.  5  dirough  16.  A 
copy  of  the  plan  and  maps  will  be  available 
for  public  view  in  die  Town  Clerks  Office 
and  the  Ashley  Falls  Post  Office;  questions 
can  be  directed  to  TEC. 

Upon  the  request  of  Police  Chief 
McGarry,  the  Board  appointed  Andrew- 
Mitchell  as  a  part-time  police  officer,  to  assist 
with  traffic  duty  on  Berkshire  School  Rd.  It 


approved  a  one-day  beer  and  wine  permit 
for  a  Sheffield  Plastics  event  to  be  held  at  the 
Town  Park  at  Frederic  Lane,  on  Saturday, 
July  30  (or  a  rain  date  of  July  31). 

The  Board  approved  curb  cut  permits 
for  Barbara  Rice  at  500  Berkshire  School 
Rd.  and  Karen  Gallagher  at  180  Salisbury 
Rd.  The  Board  also  approved  amendments 
to  section  9  and  10  of  the  Towns  personnel 
policy  and  ratified  the  agreement  between  the 
town  and  AFSCME  Council  93,  Local  204. 

Sheryl  Lechner  suggested  displaying 
sandwich  signs  at  the  Village  Green  to  help 
increase  attendance  at  the  Annual  Town 
Meeting  and  Election. 

Vito  Valentino  inquired  if  the  town 
would  be  allocating  money  for  Internet-re- 
lated expenses.  Town  Administrator  Weitz 
advised  that  the  amount  will  be  increased  by 
approximately  $1,500. 

5/7 — The  Board  voted  to  take  down  the 
sycamore  tree  on  the  property  of  Norman 
M.  Margolis  on  Berkshire  School  Rd.  as  a 
potential  danger  to  motorists,  pedestrians, 
and  school  children. 

5/16 — Selectmen  Macy  and  Stanton 
welcomed  Julie  Hannum  to  the  Board  and 
expressed  its  appreciation  of  retiring  Chair- 
man Richard  Kirchner  s  30  years  service  on 
the  Board.  Kirchner,  who  will  continue  to 
serve  on  the  Board  of  Health,  has  indicated 
his  willingness  to  continue  on  as  the  Shef- 
field Representative  to  the  Veterans  District 
and  on  the  Berkshire  County  Mosquito 
Control  Board. 

Upon  Selectman  Macy  s  motion,  the 
Board  unanimously  named  Selectman 
Stanton  as  the  new  Chairman.  The  Board 
rotates  its  chairmanship  and  clerk  positions. 
The  chairman  is  usually  the  Selectman  who 
will  next  be  up  for  re-election,  and  the  Select- 
man then  serving  as  clerk  normally  succeeds 
the  chairman  the  next  year.  Upon  Selectman 
Hannums  motion,  the  Board  named  Select- 
man Macy  as  Clerk. 

The  Board  announced  die  retirement  of 
Betty  LeGeyt  from  the  School  Committee. 
LeGeyt  had  served  for  6  years,  the  maximum 
allowed  by  term  limits.  The  Board  sent 
LeGeyt  a  letter  of  appreciation.  [See  story  on 
the  new  committee  appointments  on  page  16.] 

The  Board  renewed  a  mutual-aid  agree- 
ment between  the  Town  of  Sheffield  and  the 
Berkshire  Counts  Fire  Chiefs  Association 
and  announced  the  resignations  of  Michael 
Koldys,  Jen  Bennett,  Eric  He  wins,  Almo 
Zani  and  Bill  Ruane  from  the  Fire  Dept. 

Continued  on  page  14 
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Continued  from  page  13 

The  Board  voted  to  send  letters  of  apprecia- 
tion to  these  individuals  acknowledging  their 
service  to  the  town. 

The  Selectmen  granted  permits  for 
Memorial  Day  Parades  in  Sheffield  and 
Ashley  Falls. 

A  letter  dated  May  11, 2005,  from 
Kathy  Orlando  of  the  Sheffield  Land 
Trust  advised  that  the  Trust  had  received  a 
grant  from  the  Commonwealth  toward  the 
purchase  of  the  CosgrifFproperty  (with  the 
walking  route  to  School)  between  Salisbury 
Rd.  and  the  Southern  Berkshire  Regional 
School  District.  The  grant  stipulates  that 
the  Land  Trust  must  grant  a  conservation 
restriction  either  to  the  town  in  which  the 
project  is  located,  to  a  state  agency,  or  both. 
The  Sheffield  Land  Trust,  as  a  courtesy, 
inquired  if  the  Town  would  be  interested 
in  accepting  a  conservation  restriction.  The 
Board  expressed  their  support  of  this  project 
but  said  that,  given  the  limited  resources  of 
the  town,  the  responsibilities  of  the  project 
would  be  better  managed  by  the  Dept.  of 
Conservation  and  Recreation  or  Fish  and 
Wildlife,  The  Board  then  voted  to  decline 
accepting  a  conservation  restriction  for  the 
Cosgriff  family  property.  [See  related  story  on 
page  22.] 

In  response  to  a  letter,  dated  May  9, 
2005,  from  Ken  and  Diane  Bartow  concern- 
ing junk  vehicles  and  other  debris  on  Pine 
Lane,  Ashley  Falls,  the  Board  voted  to  ask 
the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Health,  which 
bears  responsibility  for  debris  on  a  property 
but  not  vehicles,  and  the  Sheffield  Police 
Dept.,  which  enforces  the  junk  vehicle  by- 
law, to  investigate  the  matter. 

Town  Administrator  Weitz  reported 
that  the  Town  Counsel  had  recommended 
that  the  Town  develop  a  policy  regarding  the 
consumption  of  alcohol  on  town  proper- 
ties. Susan  Young  of  the  Board  of  Library 
Trustees  expressed  concern  that  this  policy 
might  have  an  impact  on  special  events  and 
receptions  including  ones  at  the  library. 

Pending  approval  from  the  police  chief, 
the  Selectmen  approved  curb  cut  permits  for 
Ann  and  Gary  Grogh,  Rannapo  Rd.;  Joseph 
and  Susan  Hurlburt,  Rannapo  Rd.;  Karen 
Gallagher,  180  Salisbury  Rd.;  and  Sam 
Earnshaw,  Hickey  Hill  Rd. 

The  Board  agreed  to  let  James  Miller  of 
Root  Lane  explore  the  feasibility  of  raising 


private  funds  to  restore  four  stones  in  the 
Barnum  Cemetery  on  Route  7  that  had  been 
damaged  by  a  falling  tree. 

5/23 — Fire  Chief  Rick  Boardman,  Fire 
Chief  Deputy  John  Ullrich  and  Police 
Chief  McGarry  advised  the  Board  that  the 
Berkshire  County  Sheriff's  Office  needed 
a  letter  of  intent  from  the  Board  of  Select- 
men to  proceed  with  a  plan  to  transfer  the 
Sheffield  dispatching  system  to  a  countywide 
system.  Berkshire  County  Dispatch  is  pres- 
endy  upgrading  its  system  and  installing  a 
new  dispatch  center  at  the  county  jail.  It  will 
also  install  its  own  transmitter  on  Butternut 
Basin  in  Great  Barrington,  a  location  that 
will  give  it  better  coverage.  Chief  McGarry 
said  he  favored  transferring  to  the  new  Berk- 
shire County  system.  The  Fire  Dept«s  view  is 
that  both  public  safety  departments  use  the 
same  dispatching  organization.  Chairman 
Stanton  inquired  if  there  were  any  financial 
advantages.  Ullrich  noted  that  for  the  first 
time,  funding  will  be  available  to  upgrade  the 
system,  which  will  use  cutting-edge  technol- 
ogy. The  County  expects  the  equipment  on 
Butternut  Basin  to  be  up  and  running  by 
Sept.  15.  The  Board  voted  unanimously  to 
send  the  required  letter  of  intent. 

The  Selectmen  requested  that  organiz- 
ers of  the  Farmers'  Market  apprise  the 
Board  at  least  one  month  in  advance  of 
the  actual  public  opening  of  the  market. 
Chairman  Stanton  noted  that  there  had 
been  some  complaints  in  prior  years  about 
vendors  who  had  parked  their  vehicles 
on  the  Village  Green.  Sandy  Snyder,  who 
manages  the  market,  said  that  whenever 
she  notices  someone  parked  in  the  wrong 
place  she  asks  them  to  move.  She  agreed  to 
hand  out  reminder  flyers  to  the  vendors. 
Snyder  reported  that,  all  told,  19  vendors 
would  be  participating  in  this  year's  market. 
The  Board  reiterated  its  support  of  the 
Farmers'  Market. 

Planning  Board  Chairman  Wood 
updated  the  Board  on  the  activities  of  the 
Smart  Growth  grant.  She  said  that  the 
Right-to-Farm  Bylaw  had  been  approved 
at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  and  that 
it  would  add  points  to  the  town's  Com- 
monwealth Capital  Application  Score.  The 
higher  the  score,  the  more  opportunity  for 
money  and  services  from  the  state.  The 
Planning  Board  expects  to  apply  for  anoth- 


er Smart  Growth  Development  grant  mid 
August.  Wood  said  that  a  meeting  would 
be  held  on  May  24  to  discuss  residential 
zoning  issues  and  that  a  separate  meeting 
was  slated  for  June  7  on  non-residential 
uses.  Wood  said  she  hoped  all  issues  would 
be  wrapped  up  by  June  22.  Wood  said  that 
an  analysis  of  how  the  zoning  bylaws  fit 
in  with  Sheffield's  Master  Plan  was  being 
prepared  by  Tom  Matsuko  of  Berkshire 
Regional  Planning. 

The  Board  discussed  the  disposition 
of  the  Fuller  Barn,  by  the  railroad  tracks 
near  Town  Hall.  Prior  to  a  proposal  to  use 
the  site  for  the  Senior  Center,  the  barn  had 
been  set  for  demolition.  In  revisiting  the 
question,  the  Board  decided  to  postpone  ac- 
tion until  Selectman  Hannum  had  a  chance 
to  look  at  the  barn  with  Town  Administra- 
tor Weitz.  Jim  Miller  of  Sheffield  Historical 
Society  again  asked  the  Board  to  look  into 
the  possibility  of  moving  the  barn  or  letting 
someone  salvage  its  building  materials. 

The  Conservation  Commission  met 
with  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  explain 
that  it  might  need  to  hire  environmental 
consultants  to  help  it  understand  complex 
state  wetlands  laws. 

The  Selectmen  approved  the  purchase 
and  sale  agreement  of  Sheffield  Business 
Park  lot  5  to  Euro  Precision. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  Town 
Moderator  Bruce  Person,  the  Board  rati- 
fied the  appointment  of  David  Steindler  to 
the  Finance  Committee. 

The  Board  awarded  a  street  curb  cut 
permit  to  Matthew  Fogerty  of  West  St., 
subject  to  the  usual  conditions. 

A  number  of  Hulett  Hill  Rd.  residents 
voiced  concern  about  the  recently  revealed 
plans  for  development  of  13  lots  along  their 
road  and  the  poor  condition  of  the  road. 

[Editors'  update:  As  reported  in  the  Berkshire 
Eagle,  subsequently,  real  estate  broker  Ronald 
Durning  cut  through  a  wooded  embankment 
to  create  a  road  for  the  subdivision  without 
permission.  At  the  6/20  meeting,  the  Select- 
man voted  to  follow  the  recommendations  of 
Police  Chief  McGarry  and  Highway  Superin- 
tendent Ronald  Bassett  and  deny  the  curb  cut 
permit  due  to  poor  visibility.  The  board  also 
voted  to  require  him  to  restore  the  embank- 
ment and  replant  it  with  trees  within  21  days. 
Permission  is  required  to  ensure  road  safety.] 
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Highway  Dept.  Under  the  direction  of 
the  Highway  Superintendent: 
Light  truck  driver/laborer:  The  posi- 
tion involves  a  wide  range  of  duties  relat- 
ed to  road  maintenance,  including  snow 
plowing.  Ability  to  obtain  a  commercial 
driver's  license  preferred.  Starting  pay: 
$12.50/hour.  Excellent  benefits. 
Heavy  equipment  operator/truck 
driver/laborer:  The  position  involves  a 
wide  range  of  duties  related  to  road  and 
municipal  property  maintenance.  Must 
have  a  commercial  driver's  license  and 
Mass  hoist  license.  Knowledge  of  road 
construction  and  maintenance;  heavy 
equipment  maintenance;  welding;  gas/ 
diesel  engine  mechanics.  Starting  pay: 
$17/hour.  Excellent  benefits. 

Part  time  clerk  for  the  Planning 
Board  and  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals: 
Applicants  wanted  to  provide  clerical 
services  to  these  two  town  boards.  The 
clerk  will  prepare  board  meeting  agen- 
das; keep  records;  attend  meetings;  take 
and  transcribe  minutes  of  meetings; 
prepare  correspondence;  and  provide 
clerical  support  to  the  boards.  Approx.  5 
hours/week.  $14/hour. 


Full  descriptions  and  applications 
available  from  the  Town  Administrator, 
Town  Hall,  21  Depot  St.,  P.O.  Box  325, 
Sheffield,  MA  01257,  or  call  229-2335. 
Sheffield  is  an  equal  opportunity  em- 
ployer and  provider. 


TOWN  BOARDS  POSITIONS 

Vacancies  exist  on  the  following  Town 
commissions*  committees  and  boards: 

•  Ashley  Falis  Historic  District 
Commission 

♦  Cable  TV  Board 

♦  Council  on  Aging 

*  Historical  Commission 

In  addition,  a  seat  on  the  Board  of 
Health  may  become  available  soon. 

Anyone  interested  in  serving 
should  contact  Bob  Weitz,  the  Town 
Administrator,  at  229-7000. 


TOWN  CLERK 

Regular  hours  are  9-4pm  weekdays. 
Voter  registration  is  year-round.  If 
you  are  1 8  or  over  and  interested  in 
registering,  please  do  so.  229-8752,  fax 
229-70 1 0.TTY  800-439-2370. 


TAX  NOTICES 

Chapter  61a  &  61b  annual  application 
deadline.  Applications  are  due  on  or 
before  Oct.  1.  Sorry,  no  exceptions. 

Tax  bills.  New  preliminary  real-es- 
tate tax  bills  went  out  at  the  end  of  June 
for  the  Aug.  1  payment.  A  second  notice 
will  be  sent  for  the  November  payment. 


RECYCLING 

Sheffield  residents  can  dispose  of  house- 
hold hazardous  waste,  such  as  paint  and 
paint  thinners,  drain  cleaners,  old  fever 
thermometers,  button  batteries  and  cell- 
phone and  tool  batteries,  by  taking  them 
to  the  Stockbridge  Recycling  Center, 
Route  102  (west  of  the  Red  Lion  Inn),  on 
Sat.,  July  23,  9- 11am.  Computers  and  tele- 
visions can  be  brought  to  this  collection 
for  a  fee  paid  by  the  resident  of  $10  to  $20 
for  most  sizes  (larger  TVs  will  cost  more). 
Propane  tanks  from  gas  grills  (20-pound 
size)  will  be  accepted  for  $5  each.  No 
Coleman  Stove-size  tanks  will  be  accepted. 

Pre-registration  is  required.  Call  the 
Center  for  Environmental  Technology 
at  800-238-1221  ext.  14  or  25,  or  email 
amyj@cetonhne.org. 


Here  to  help  make  things  grow. 
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SALISBURY  BANK 
AND  TRUST  COMPANY 

(86o)  435-9801  or  1-800-222-9801 

SBTLink  1-877-SBT-1212 

salisburybank.com 

Visit  us  in  Sheffield  at  73  Main  Street,  (413)  229-5000 
and  in  South  Egremont  at  51  Main  Street,  (413)  528-5100 

ATMs  at  all  offices 

Member  FDIC     XSf  Equal  Housing  Leodef 


IS  I II 

■ijnTii 


SANDRA  PRESTON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  &.  New  York  Properties 


Our  office  on  Route  7,  in  the  part  of 
Sheffield  knows  as  "The  Plain,"  is  a 
lovely  two-and-a-half-story  Early  Greek 
Revival  with  five  bay  front  and  eyebrow 
windows  set  into  a  deep  cornice  under 
a  hip  roof.  Heavy  corner  pilasters  and  a 
south  funeral  door  are  distinct  features 
of  this  building  which  was  built  as  a  resi- 
dence in  ca.  1825  by  Return  E.  Jones. 

PO  Box  688,  Rte.  7,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 

(413)  229-2077    Email:  pressa@ven:on.net 

Sandra  Preston,  Broker,  GRI,  CRS 
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NEW  FACES  IN  TOWN  HALL 

Assistant  Town  Clerk,  Elsie  Gilligan  was  appointed  Assistant 
Town  Clerk  in  April  2005  to  help  Town  Clerk  Felecie  Joyce 
handle  the  many  responsibilities  of  the  clerk's  office. 

Originally  from  Ireland,  Elsie  came  to  the  United  States 
as  a  governess  in  1979.  After  several  years  traveling  around  the 
country  she  settled  in  Sheffield  in  1983  and  became  a  citizen 
in  2000.  She  is  married  to  John  Gilligan  and  has  one  son.  She 
attends  Berkshire  Community  College  in  the  evenings. 

Elsie  works  between  14  and  18  hours  a  week.  She  finds  the 
job  to  be  both  interesting  and  challenging.  The  Town  Clerks 
office  has  a  wide  range  of  responsibilities,  many  of  which  are 
extremely  complicated. "To  do  things  properly,  you  have  to 
know  a  lot  about  many  different  areas,"  Elsie  says.  "I  am  very 
fortunate  to  have  an  excellent  teacher  in  Felecie." 

Felecie  and  Elsie  attended  a  two-day  town  clerk  course  on 
Cape  Cod  in  June. 

Assistant  Treasurer,  Seana  Roche  started  work  at  Town 
Hall  on  March  1  of  this  year.  She  is  a  part-time  assistant  in  the 
Treasurer/Collector's  office  and  reports  to  Michael  Ovitt,  the 
Treasurer/Collector. 

Seana  was  born  in  Great  Barrington,  grew  up  in  Canaan 
and  has  lived  in  Ashley  Falls  since  1998.  She  has  an  Associate 
Degree  in  Applied  Science  and  worked  for  Canaan  National 
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103  North  Main  St. 
Sheffield,  MA 
(413)229-8516 


Hfrkshi 

JL/ri\l\iJlli 


Thiimififhiliiir 


°.'.'W°°W.»W.W.Ci 


•■■•'■ — i -■■..■..■■■- 


Me^s&er  FDIC 


Member  DIF 


Mij.iij.ii.Muii.i.i.ii.ii.i.i.i.u.i.i.ij.M.i.i.i.i.i.i.M.i.ij.i.i.i.i-<.i.ij.i.i-iiMjj.i-i.iijj.i .  J.  j . .  .1.1. . . ; ; .  J  in" 


"~l 


Transfer  Station  Hours 

Tuesdays  &  Fridays:  Jpm»4pm;  Saturdays:  8an>4pm 
Sundays:  8:30am-2pm 


Bank  for  four  years,  the  first  as  a  teller  and  the  last  three  in  the 
loan  department. 

Having  worked  in  the  basement  of  the  bank,  she  is  delight- 
ed to  be  in  an  above-ground  office  at  Town  Hall.  She  works 
with  Michael  and  Barbara  Roraback,  the  other  assistant  in  his 
office,  on  billing  and  collecting  real  estate,  personal  property 
and  excise  taxes,  specializing  in  the  latter.  Excise  taxes  are  taxes 
on  automobiles  and  other  vehicles  registered  in  Sheffield. 

Seana  spends  a  good  part  of  her  time  talking  to  taxpayers 
about  their  taxes,  which  is  fine  with  her  since  she  enjoys  work- 
ing with  and  helping  people.  And  she  likes  the  friendly  atmo- 
sphere at  Town  Hall.  — Peter  Rowntree 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

At  its  meeting  on  June  20,  the  Board  of  Selectmen  appointed 
Marcia  Savage  and  Catherine  Miller  to  serve  as  two  of  the 
four  Sheffield  representatives  on  the  School  Committee  of  the 
Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School  District.  Four  people  had 
applied  for  the  open  positions. 

Savage  and  Miller  join  Jack  Pollitt  and  Dek  Tillett  as  Sheffield's 
representatives  on  the  committee.  Savage  was  appointed  to  the 
seat  formerly  held  by  Betty  LeGeyt,  whose  term  expired  this 
year  and  could  not  serve  again  because  of  term  limits.  Miller 
replaces  Stephen  Witdorchic,  who  recently  resigned. 

The  Selectmen  of  the  other  four  towns  in  the  SBRSD — 
Alford,  Egremont,  Monterey,  and  New  Marlborough — appoint 
the  other  six  members  of  the  10-person  School  Committee. 

Savage,  a  full-time  resident  of  Sheffield  since  1995,  has 
been  an  educator  for  30  years,  most  recently  as  president  of 
Hartford  College  for  Women  (now  part  of  the  University  of 
Hartford)  and  president  of  Manhattanville  College.  Long-time 
resident  and  former  vice-president  of  Wheeler  &  Taylor,  an 
insurance  agency,  Miller  taught  psychology  at  Simons  Rock 
College  and  was  dean  of  students  there  for  10  years. 

Susan  Young,  who  has  served  as  a  Sheffield's  School  Com- 
mittee member  for  three  successive  two-year  terms,  said,  "This 
is  a  win,  win,  win  situation  for  the  town.  First,  two  people  with 
excellent  credentials,  Catherine  Miller  and  Marcia  Savage,  were 
appointed.  Second,  given  their  credentials,  the  other  towns  in 
the  district  can't  complain  any  more  about  Sheffield  not  being 
interested  in  education.  And  third,  the  town  government  ap- 
pears to  be  more  open  in  making  appointments  to  official  town 
commissions,  committees  and  other  volunteer  boards  and  to 
have  given  careful  consideration  to  qualified  candidates.  This 
should  encourage  more  volunteers  to  apply  for  these  important 
positions."  — Peter  Rowntree 


SAVE  THE  DATE! 
Sheffield  in  Celebration 

Saturday,  September  10,  3-7pm 
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Chief  Rick  Boardman 
April 

8  Brush  fife  at  609  N  Undermountain 
Rd.  Alarm  time  1 :10pm.  In  service 
2.05pm. 

10  Brush  fire  at  Buckner  property. 

Alarm  time  1 0:45am.  In  service 

12:50pm. 
10  Mutual  aid  for  Gt  Barrington  Fire 

Dept  Alarm  time  4:49pm.  In  service 

5:30pm. 
f  I  Alarm  at  Mt.  Everett  High  School. 

Alarm  time  8: 1 3am.  In  service 

8:30am. 

1 2  Alarm  at  77  Cobble  Lane.  Alarm 
time  2:00pm.  In  service  2:3 1  pm. 

13  Alarm  at  84  Maple  Ave.  Alarm  time 
3:00pm.  In  service  3:10pm. 

1 3  Burnt  food  at  79  Main  St.  Alarm 
time  9:50pm.  In  service  10:28pm. 

15  Brush  fire  at  248  Hulett  Hill.  Alarm 
time  10:55am.  In  service  12:05  pm. 

17  Mutual  aid  for  Gt  Barrington  Fire 
Dept.  Alarm  time  3:40pm.  In  service 
4:30pm. 

22  Grass  fire  by  railroad  tracks  on 
North  Main  St.  Alarm  time  12:50pm. 
In  service  1 :00pm. 

28  Alarm  at  1 70  South  Main  St.  Alarm 
time  4:30pm.  In  service  4:4 1  pm. 

May 

I    Alarm  at  Berkshire  School.  Alarm 

time  7:30am.  In  service  8: 1 4am. 
4    Alarm  at  Sheffield  Plastics  on  Silver 

St.  Alarm  time  7:42pm.  In  service 

7:54pm. 
7    Mutual  aid  for  North  Canaan  Fire 

Dept  Alarm  time  9:56am.  In  service 

1 2:31pm. 
7    Lost  hiker  on  Appalachian  Trail. 

Alarm  time  6:30pm.  In  service 

7:52pm. 

9  Wires  down  Rt.  7  South.  Alarm 
time  4:05pm.  In  service  6:00pm. 

10  Electrical  fire  at  Verizon.  Alarm  time 
3:35pm.  In  service  4: 1 5pm. 

12  Mutual  aid  for  Great  Barrington  Fire 

Dept  Alarm  time  4:45pm.  In  service 

7:00pm. 
1 2  Mutual  aid  for  Great  Barrington 

Fire  Dept.  Alarm  time  5:22pm.  In 

service,  7: 1 3pm. 
1 5  Alarm  at  Sheffield  Plastics  on  Silver 

St.  Alarm  time  9:25pm.  In  service 

10:30pm. 

18  Alarm  at  Mt  Everett.  Alarm  time 

1 1 :55am.  In  service  1 2: 1 6pm. 

19  Lifting  assistance  at  456  Giberson 
Rd.  Alarm  time  1 1 :15am  In  service 
1 1 :42am. 

20  Car  fire  at  1221  Silver  St  Alarm 
time  7:20pm.  In  service  7:42pm. 

June 

9    Alarm  at  Christ  Church.  Alarm  time 
11:11  pm.  In  service  1 1 :39pm. 

1 1  Mutual  aid  for  Lakeville  Fire  Dept 
Alarm  time  1 2:56pm.  In  service 
3:35pm. 


CELEBRATION  2005:  TWO  FAIRS  IN  ONE 


Sheffield  in  Celebration  is  back,  September 
10  from  3 -7pm.  And  this  year  there  will  be 
twice  the  fun  because  the  Ashley  Falls  and 
Sheffield  Fairs  on  the  Green  have  joined  to- 
gether to  create  a  fair  within  a  fair! 

The  Sheffield  Fair  on  the  Green  wel- 
comes the  Ashley  Falls  Fair  (Off)  the  Green 
in  an  afternoon  of  food,  music,  locally  craft- 
ed goods  and  fun  for  everyone!  Bring  the 
whole  family  to  enjoy  the  food  court,  lo- 
cal vendors  and  cottage  industries,  car  show, 
hay  ride  and  kids'  activities  and  face  paint- 
ing, guess  the  weight  of  the  pumpkin,  hay 
maze  and  more!  Tom  Ingersoll  will  again 
MC  and  play  a  few  tunes  between  musical 
acts.  And  while  the  Heavenly  Quilt  show 


may  be  on  hiatus,  its  raffle  is  not,  so  you  can 
still  take  a  chance  on  a  gorgeous  quilt. 

This  year's  Celebration  also  highlights 
two  community  landmarks  -  Old  Parish 
Church  and  the  Fire  House  -  that  are  in 
the  midst  of  capital  campaigns  for  essential 
structural  work.  Look  for  details  closer  to 
the  Fair! 
Vendors  &  Exhibitors  Wanted. 

Interested  in  being  an  exhibitor,  vendor 
or  volunteer?  Contact  Dave  Smith  at  229- 
9956  for  the  Sheffield  Fair  On  the  Green; 
Bruce  Howden  at  229-8481  for  the  Ash- 
ley Falls  Fair  Off  the  Green;  June  Wolfe  at 
229-2012  for  the  Food  Court;  and  Susan 
LeGeyt  at  229-8608  for  the  Kid's  Activities. 


KOPS&KIDS 

WEEK 

The  Sheffield  Police 
Dept.  hosts  Kops 
and  Kids  week,  July 
18-22.  It's  free  and 
runs  from  8:30am  - 
3pm  Mon  -  Fri,  and 
includes  lunch  and 
a  trip  toWestover 
Air  Force  base.  Ap- 
plications are  avail- 
able at  the  Police 
Dept.  5th  grade 
preference,  but  oth- 
ers may  apply.  Call 
at  229-8522. 


7A  Ashley  Falls  -  4 1 3-229-8 1 79 

insightchartsf(£eathlirik.net 
Gallery  and  Greenhouse  Hours 
Daily  10am-4pm 
-Presenting  Works  By- 
Tmerick  C.  Scftneck 
Mary  1.  Reiser 


HAIR-SKIN-BODY-NAILS 

413-229-0258 

647  North  Main  St.  (Rte.  7) 
Sheffield,  MA  01257 

Hours:  Daily  9-5, 
Thurs.  12-8,  Sat.  8-1 

REDKIN  •  MATRIX  •OPI 
ESSIE  •  DR.  HAUSCHKA 


American  Legion  Hall.  SHEFFIELD 

Craft  Faire  from  10:00  till  4:00 

Fruit  pie  contest  at  3:00 

Serving  from  4:00  until  6:00 

TAKE-OUT  AVAILABLE 
Adults  $  1 7  ($  1 5  pre-paid),  children  $8. 

children  under  8  free 

Sponsored  by  the  Sheffield  Histoncol  Society 

CALL  229-2694  FOR  RESERVATIONS 

Fruit  pie  bakers  -  join  us 

Call  Marcia  Brolli  229-2624 
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Village  Green 


PLANNING  BOARD 

Following  town  elections,  the  board 
elected  officers  for  the  upcoming  year: 
Rene  Wood,  Chairman  and  delegate 
to  Berkshire  Regional  Planning  Com- 
mission, Fred  Gordon,  Vice-Chairman, 
Dan  Moulton,  Secretary,  John  Downie, 
Treasurer,  and  Bart  Elsbach,  alternate  del- 
egate to  BRPC.  The  Board  of  Selectmen 
reappointed  Frances  "Doc"  Nourse,  Jr., 
Board  alternate;  he  participates  in  special- 
permit  hearings  should  a  board  member 
be  unavailable. 

During  May  and  June,  the  Planning 
Board  held  twice-a-month  board  meet- 
ings at  which  five  Form  As  (approval  not 
required  for  subdivision)  were  endorsed, 
creating  three  new  lots:  George  &  Sharon 
Moulton  changed  a  lot  line  for  property  on 
Bears  Den  Rd.;  Wesley  &  Elizabeth  Peter- 
son created  two  lots  from  one  lot  on  Silver 
St;  BGR  Associates,  divided  property  on 
Clayton  Rd.  into  2  lots;  Stuart  &  Shirley 
Smithberg  divided  property  on  Route  41 


into  2  lots  and  later  filed  a  second  Form  A 
to  change  the  bearing  system  on  the  deed 
and  map.  A  Form  A  was  filed  by  Hulett 
Hill  Estates  to  divide  one  of  the  previously 
approved  lots  into  two  lots.  An  agent  for 
the  owners  provided  an  extension  until 
July  6  for  the  board's  decision  as,  due  to 
family  matters,  they  had  been  unable  to 
stake  the  property  as  previously  commit- 
ted. [See  the  Selectman's  Minutes  for  5/23 
on  page  14  for  an  update  on  the  illegal  curb 
cut  made  for  this  property.] 

In  addition,  a  fax  was  received  request- 
ing information  and  one  of  the  interested 
parties,  Claire  Anacreon,  met  with  the 
board  on  May  17,  regarding  town  subdi- 
vision regulations  as  applied  to  property 
located  in  Sheffield  and  New  Marlboro  on 
Alum  Hill  Rd. 

A  public  hearing  was  held  on  May 
3,  at  which  the  board  voted  unanimously 
to  increase  special  permit  application 
fees  from  $100  to  $250,  effective  May 


23,  to  cover  costs  incurred  in  processing 
an  application. 

A  special  permit  hearing  was  held 
on  June  21,  for  Four  Corners,  LLC,  for 
proposed  use  of  light  manufacturing  and 
machining  of  wood,  plastic  and  metal  in 
the  Sheffield  Business  Park,  lot  4,  Ashley 
Falls.  The  hearing  was  closed  that  evening 
and  will  be  deliberated  in  July. 

A  special  permit  hearing  on  the  appli- 
cation of  Sarah  "Sally"  Cook  of  Home  and 
County  Roads  to  create  a  new  lot  from 
property  on  Home  Rd.,  Ashley  Falls,  un- 
der Article  5.1.c  (Alternative  Lot  Dimen- 
sions) was  held  on  June  21  and  continued 
until  8pm  on  August  16  to  allow  for 
clarification  of  presented  information. 

Regarding  the  cell  tower:  Nextel  has 
provided  documentation  to  the  Building 
Inspector  who  needs  to  do  a  final  on-site 
inspection  with  them  to  complete  their 
certificate  of  occupancy.  A  second  car- 
rier, New  Cingular  Wireless,  submitted  a 


UNCLE  BOB'S 

ITALIAN  ICES  &  ICE  CREAM 


Where  the  truth  is  in  the  taste. 
There  are  48  flavors  from  heaven. 


Italian  Ices 

Banana  •  Chocolate  •  Lemon  •  Rainbow-Sugar-free 

Gourmet  Ices 

Cappuccino  •  Coconut  Cream  •Jelly  Ring  •  M&M 

Ice  Cream 

Freedom  Vanilla  •  Nephew  Ted's  favorite  •  Vanilla  with  fresh  bugs 
•  1600  Pennsylvania  Ave. 


935  South  Main  Street,  Route  7,  Gt.  Barrington,  MA,  413-528-9682 

Located  directly  in  front  of  Bogey's  Restaurant 

Open  daily  1  lam  'til  close 
Proprietors:  Uncle  Bob  and  Nephew  Ted 
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special  permit  application  to  occupy  the 
130-foot  position  on  the  tower. 

Special  Permits  granted:  In  May, 
special  permits  for  Spark  Manufactur- 
ing, LLC  (originally  filed  as  Karen  & 
tPaul  Tepper)  and  BGR  Associates  com- 
pleted their  20- day  appeal  period  and 
were  granted. 

Special  Permit  hearings  sched- 
uled: July  5  at  8pm:  McElroy  Scenic 
Services  (Sean  McElroy)  for  light 
manufacturing,  Sheffield  Business  Park, 
Lot  3,  in  Ashley  Falls;  July  19,  8pm: 
New  Cingular  Wireless  PCS,  LLC  to 
install,  operate  and  maintain  a  wireless 
telecommunications  facility  (carrier)  on 
the  Gridcom  cell  tower,  Larkin  property, 
South  Egremont  Rd. 

Master  Plan:  The  board  has  adopted 
the  revised  and  clarified  Master  Plan 
recommendations  it  has  been  working 
on  since  last  November,  subject  to  a  final 
proof  reading.  It  has  been  working  on 
several  related  tasks  including  the  struc- 
•    ture  of  the  Master  Plan  Implementation 
Advisory  Committee,  which  will  be  a  ma- 
jor source  of  energy,  talent  and  manpower 
in  the  implementation  phase  of  the  plan. 
The  committee  and  its  subcommittees 
will  work  closely  with  the  various  boards 
that  must  approve  warrant  items  for 


town  meetings,  give  their  approval  to  ac- 
cept/adopt the  recommendation  and/or 
are  key  to  moving  the  recommendations 
forward.  The  committee  will  also  work 
with  public  and/or  private  sector  com- 
mittees and  organizations  and  especially 
fellow  townspeople  who  have  the  ability 
to  implement  other  recommendations. 

We  envision  the  Master  Plan  Imple- 
mentation Advisory  Committee  forming 
later  this  summer  and  beginning  work 
in  the  early  fall.  While  the  board  has  all 
names  sent  from  the  mailing  last  year, 
if  you  are  interested  in  working  on  any 
aspect  of  Master  Plan  implementation, 
please  let  the  board  know  by  dropping  a 
line,  and  include  your  area  of  interest,  to 
Planning  Board;  PO  Box  325,  Sheffield 
01257,  or  leaving  a  message  at  229-2875. 

Smart  Growth  Technical  As- 
sistance Grant:  Voters  at  the  May 
town  meeting  approved  and  added  a 
Right-to-Farm  by-law  to  town  general 
by-laws,  successfully  completing  one  of 
the  three  tasks  undertaken  by  this  grant. 
(The  Right-to-Farm  by-law  was  also  a 
recommendation  of  the  draft  Master 
Plan.)  Attorney  Mark  Bobrowski  held 
his  fifth  meeting  with  the  board  and 
other  interested  community  members  to 
discuss  his  ongoing  diagnostic  review  of 


ZONING  BYLAW  REVIEW  AND  UPDATING 


Just  over  1 1  years  ago,  Sheffield  voters 
adopted  the  town's  first  zoning  by-laws. 
Prior  to  that  time,  there  were  no  zoning 
by-laws,  something  all  but  impossible  to 
imagine  today.  The  by-laws  adopted  May 
23, 1994,  were  developed  by  a  special 
Planning  Board  subcommittee,  which 
included  several  citizens  who  had  been 
opposed  to  the  initial  zoning  by-laws 
proposed  in  1991. 

Additional  zoning  by-laws  were 
adopted,  or  existing  by-laws  amended, 
in  1994, 1995, 1996, 1998,  and  most 
recently  in  2001  with  the  adoption  of  the 
cell  tower  by-law.  The  latter  has  allowed 
the  town  to  address  its  need  for  cellu- 
lar service  and  cell  providers'  interest  in 
providing  service.  Under  that  by-law,  the 
special  permit  for  Tower  Ventures  (now 
Gridcom)  and  Nextel  went  smoothly 
and  was  well  received  by  residents.  With 
a  second  application  submitted  by  New 
Cingular  Wireless  and  recent  changes 
made  in  Great  Barrington  regarding  ser- 
vice carrier,  it  is  hoped  that  other  carriers 


will  soon  follow  suit. 

Over  the  past  several  months,  our 
current  zoning  by-laws  have  been  un- 
dergoing review,  in  part  to  ensure  consis- 
tency with  Massachusetts  General  Laws, 
Chapter  40A  and  Town  By-Laws,  as  part 
of  a  Smart  Growth  Technical  Assistance 
Grant.  A  final  report  from  the  project's 
consultant,  Attorney  Mark  Bobrowski,  is 
expected  in  late  June  and  will  be  evaluated 
by  the  Planning  Board,  other  boards  and 
interested  citizens. 

Later  this  year,  the  Planning  Board 
will  hold  a  series  of  meetings  to  get 
public  feedback  on  possible  zoning  by-law 
amendments  and  then  draft  warrant  items 
for  voter  consideration  at  a  future  town 
meeting.  Any  zoning  by-law  amendment 
requires  a  two-thirds  voter  approval  at  a 
town  meeting  (the  Planning  Board  cannot 
make  such  changes  by  itself).  The  Plan- 
ning Board  will  be  actively  seeking  feed- 
back from  town  voters.  We  hope  you'll  be 
involved  in  this  important  process. 

— Rene  Wood,  Planning  Board  chair 


Sheffield's  zoning  and  town  by-laws.  A 
final  report  and  his  recommendations  are 
due  to  the  board  by  the  end  of  June.  For 
the  final  task,  Berkshire  Regional  Plan- 
ning is  completing  its  report  by  the  end  of 
June  on  identifying  any  changes  needed 
to  make  town  by-laws  consistent  with 
the  Sheffield  Master  Plan.  On  these  last 
two  tasks,  additional  action  will  be  taken 
as  the  board  reviews  the  reports,  makes 
them  available  to  townspeople  and  other 
town  boards  and  solicits  feedback. 

Secretary  wanted:  Are  you  inter- 
ested in  taking  board  minutes?  In  typing 
minutes  and  other  board  documents?  Or 
doing  filing?  If  you're  not  interested  in 
working  two  evenings  a  month,  are  you 
interested  in  working  a  day  or  two  each 
month?  If  so,  please  contact:  R.  Wood, 
229-2875.  We  pay  a  competitive  hourly 
wage  and,  with  the  exception  of  board 
meetings,  you  work  on  your  own  and  set 
your  own  hours. 

Meetings:  July  5  and  19  and  Au- 
gust 2  and  16  meetings  are  7:30pm,  first 
floor  small  conference  room,  Town  Hall. 
Other  meetings,  such  as  Special  Permit 
meetings  or  Board  working  meetings  are 
scheduled  as  needed;  times  and  dates  are 
posted  on  the  Town  Hall  bulletin  board. 
— Rene  Wood,  Chair 

SCOUT  NEWS 

Thanks  for  support.  Boy  Scout  Troop  28 
wishes  to  thank  everyone  who  participated 
in  our  fund-raiser  dinner,  which  was  very 
successful.  Our  trip  to  the  National  Jam- 
boree in  Virginia  is  now  on  the  fast  track. 

We  would  also  like  to  thank  the 
following  businesses  and  associations  for 
their  contribution  to  Troop  28s  equip- 
ment-trailer fund:  the  Sheffield  Kiwanis, 
Mill  River  Builders,  Precision  Autocraft, 
Berkshire  Bank  Foundation,  Berkshire 
GMC,  Campo  De'  Fiori,  Z  Floors, 
Custom  Extrusion,  Wheeler  &  Taylor. 
Sheffield  Plastics,  Ed  Herrington,  Joe 
Wilkinson  Excavating  Salisbury  Bank  and 
the  Glass  Shop. 

— Deborah  E.  Wright, 

Troop  Committee  Chairperson 

George  A.  Olcen,  Troop  Scoutmaster 


BUY  LOCAL! 

Our  advertisers  are  local  bustnesscs. 

Let  them  know  you  read  about  them  in  the 

Sheffield  Times. 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


And  Don't  Forget, 
PJ's  Has  Ice  Cream! 


PROFILE:  PJ'S  CONVENIENCE  STORE 


PJ's,  a  convenience  store  and  deli  restau- 
rant, was  opened  in  1995  by  Jackie  Ro- 
barge.  It  has  been  an  important  Sheffield 
institution  ever  since. 

The  store  is  on  the  east  side  of  South 
Main  St.  (Route  7)  just  north  of  Root 
Lane.  It  moved  there  in  2000  from  its 
original  site  adjacent  to  Pete's  Sales  and 
Service,  several  hundred  yards  north  of  its 
current  location. 

PJ's  is  very  much  a  family  affair.  Jackie 
and  her  husband,  Richard,  own  the  place. 
Her  mother,  Pam  DeFino,  works  there 
most  days  and  does  all  the  cooking.  Jack- 
ie's children,  Michael,  Zachary,  Samantha 
and  Megan,  help  out  occasionally.  She  has 
one  full  time  employee,  Dawn  Babcock, 
and  part  timers  Betsy  Seward,  Marilyn 
Farcasso  and  Tricia  Basset. 

The  store  is  open  17  hours  a  day — 
from  6am  to  11pm — every  day  of  the  year 
except  Christmas. 

The  new  store  was  carefully  de- 


signed— by  Jackie's  father,  Tom  De- 
Fino— to  meet  the  needs  of  the  business. 
The  old  location  at  Pete's  was  too  dark 
and  cramped.  There  were  only  three  tables 
seating  only  about  10  customers  and 
insufficient  room  for  food  preparation, 
display  shelves  for  groceries,  beverages, 
snacks  and  other  retail  items,  cooling  and 
other  equipment  and  storage.  Parking  was 
a  real  problem. 


'The  customers  really  like  the 
new  store.  The  business  has 
nearly  doubled  in  size! 


The  new  space  is  much  larger  and 
brighter  and  full  of  light,  well  air-condi- 
tioned and  much  more  attractive.  There 
are  six  tables  inside  the  store,  which  can 
seat  a  total  of  about  26  customers.  Park- 


ing is  plentiful  and,  if  it  is  warm  enough, 
you  can  eat  at  one  of  several  outdoor  tables 
shaded  by  bright  red  umbrellas. 

The  move  was  a  big  success.  "The 
customers  really  like  the  new  store," 
says  Jackie.  "The  business  has  more  than 
doubled  in  size." 

On  the  retail  side  of  the  business, 
PJ's  offers  typical  convenience  store  wares 
including  candy,  snacks,  bakery  and  dairy 
products,  eggs,  frozen  and  canned  food 
and  beer  and  wine  (which  cannot  be 
drunk  on  the  premises).  It  also  stocks  a 
number  of  "must  have  now  but  forgot  to 
get"  items  such  as  charcoal,  detergent  and 
other  cleaning  items,  dog  and  cat  food, 
windshield  wiper  fluid,  suntan  lotion, 
flashlights  and  batteries.  Newspapers — in- 
cluding The  Sheffield  Times,  The  New 
York  Times  and  The  Berkshire  Eagle — are 
a  big  draw. 

The  deli  menu  offers  soups,  various 
kinds  of  salads  and  pastas,  made-to-order 
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sandwiches  and  elaborately  constructed 
special  sandwiches — several  named  after 
customers  such  as  the"Lordy,"  the'Ziggy" 
and  the"Mikey."  In  addition,  hot  meals 
ranging  from  lasagna  to  goulash  and 
quiche  are  served. 

PJ's  also  does  catering,  providing  both 
the  food  and  the  servers. 


The  customers  are  mainly  employ- 
ees of  Sheffield  Plastics  and  other  local 
businesses,  contractors  and  others  in  the 
construction  trades,  local  people  from 
Sheffield  and  neighboring  communities, 
others  in  town  temporarily  while  working 
on  Sheffield  projects  and,  in  the  summer, 
lots  of  tourists.  The  busiest  parts  of  the 


day  are  around  breakfast  and  lunch  time. 

Jackie  was  born  and  brought  up  in 
Egremont  and  now  lives  in  Ashley  Falls. 
She  opened  PJ's  in  Sheffield  because  she 
thought  the  town  needed  "something  like 
this  and  it  would  be  good  for  the  town." 
She  was  right  on  both  counts. 

— Peter  Rowntree 


I 


THE 'COFFEE  CLUB'  MEETS  AT  PJ'S  EVERY  MORNING 


Some  of  the  "dub"  regulars:  Dave  Emprimo,  Dana  Bartholomew,  Jim 
Herlihy,  Steve  Macchi,  Mo  Decker,  "Chi"  Ciolina  &  Gordon  Carter. 


PJ's  is  home  to  the  "Coffee 
Club,"  an  Informal  group  of 
Sheffield  residents  who  meet 
there  virtually  every  morn- 
ing. Each  session  starts  about 
8am  and  straggles  to  a  close 
around  9  or  10  on  workdays 
and  usually  a  bit  later  on 
weekends.  Founded  about  10 
years  ago,  shortly  after  PJ's 
opened  its  doors  at  Pete's 
Sales  and  Service,  the  club  is 
probably  Sheffield's  largest 
and  longest  continuously 
running  regular  purely  social 
gathering—at  least  since  Civil  War  days  when  an  earlier  gen- 
eration of  townsmen  met  in  taverns  to  consider  and  debate 
the  great  issues  of  their  time. 

Anywhere  from  two  to  eight  people  attend  most  work- 
day mornings.  On  weekends,  this  can  shoot  up  to  a  dozen  or 
more  sitting  at  two  tables.While  there  is  some  dispute  as  to 
the  identity  of  the  original  founders,  they  seem  to  have  includ- 
ed current  members  Stan  Ball,  Dana  Bartholomew, "Gordy" 
Carter; "Mo"  Decker,  John  "Chi"  Ciolina,  Jim  Herlihy  and  Joe 
Wilkinson.  Other  regulars  are  Dave  Emprimo,  Dave  Handlo- 
wich,  Matt  Hitchcock,  Eddie  ("Wise  Guy")  Lord,  Steve  Macchi, 
Phil  Macy,  George  Ryan.'Chub"  Zucco,"Ziggy"  Zeigler  and 
(on  weekends)  Merle  Varney. 

A  number  of  members  are  retired  and  spend  part  of 
the  winter  months  in  Florida.  Of  the  others,  several  are  in 
the  construction  trade  or  are  owners  or  employees  of  local 
businesses.  People  come  and  go,  some  buying  their  take-out 
coffee  and  a  newspaper  and  sitting  down  to  chat  for  a  few 
minutes  before  leaving  for  work.  Others  order  breakfast  and 


stay  longer. 

It  is  an  easy  going,  friendly 
and  sometimes  raucous  group. 
The  conversation  touches  on 
some  of  the  great  issues  of 
today,  including  the  relative 
merits  of  the  Yankees  and  the 
Red  Sox,  town  politics,  road 
conditions  (agreed  to  be  gener- 
ally terrible),  the  Kiwanis  (sev- 
eral members  are  also  Kiwanis 
members),  low  water  pressure 
in  the  Sheffield  Water  Com- 
pany system  ("no,  no!"  cries 
owner  Dana  Bartholomew), 
the  reconstruction  of  Berkshire  School  Rd.  and  unusual 
events — a  recent  burglary,  a  traffic  accident  or  a  utility  truck 
knocking  down  a  power  line  by  mistake. 

Sometimes  several  discussions  are  going  on  at  once, 
which  can  make  things  difficult  to  follow.  All  opinions — in- 
cluding the  most  outlandish — are  heard  so  long  as  they  are 
firmly  and  loudly  expressed.  Members  away  on  vacation 
send  postcards  to  the  club  via  Jackie,  who  reads  them  to  the 
group. 

The  atmosphere  is  usually  cheerful,  with  lots  of  banter 
and  jokes — some  good,  others  awful.  But  they  care  about 
each  other  deeply  and  things  get  serious  if  club  members  or 
their  wives  are  sick  or  have  other  problems.They  will  drive 
the  afflicted  to  doctors'  appointments,  make  hospital  visits  or 
take  up  a  collection  to  send  flowers  or  some  other  gift. 

Jackie  is  delighted  that  the  Coffee  Club  has  chosen  PJ's 
as  its  home  base.  "Without  them,  the  place  wouldn't  be  as 
informal,  relaxed  and  friendly  This  is  good  for  business — but 
far  more  important,  they  are  a  great  bunch  of  guys." 
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LAND  TRUST  AWARDED  2nd  GRANT  FOR  TRAIL  PROJECT 


The  Sheffield  Land  Trust  has  been 
awarded  a  grant  of  $25,000  from  the 
Conservation  Partnership  Program  of 
the  Massachusetts  Executive  Office  of 
Environmental  Affairs  to  help  acquire 
the  21-acre  Cosgriff  Property  between 
Salisbury  Rd.  and  Berkshire  School 
Rd.  SLT  received  the  maximum  grant 
allowed  under  the  program.  In  an- 
nouncing the  award,  Christy  Edwards, 
Land  and  Forest  Policy  Coordinator, 
noted  that  the  Land  Trust  had  received 
the  third-highest  score  of  all  applica- 
tions received. 

The  property,  with  a  trail  that  gen- 
erations of  students  have  used  to  walk 
to  the  Mt.  Everett  and  Undermountain 
schools,  is  part  of  the  first  phase  of  the 
Land  Trust's  Community  Recreation 
and  Education  Trail  Network.  The 
Land  Trust  hopes  to  link  the  Cosgriff 
trail  with  an  interpretive  nature  trail 
that  alreadv  exists  on  school  land,  an 


old  logging  road  that  winds  through 
school  grounds  and  the  adjacent  Town 
Forest  and  a  planned  trail  on  the  other 
side  of  Berkshire  School  Rd.,  off  Bear's 
Den  Rd.,  on  land  donated  to  the  Trust 
last  year. 

In  the  long  term,  the  Land  Trust's 
trail  effort  could  provide  miles  of 
forested  trails  for  running,  hiking, 
snow  shoeing  and  cross  country  skiing. 
In  addition,  the  school  can  use  the 
property  as  an  outdoor  classroom  and 
the  trail  for  activities  such  as  competi- 
tive sports  training,  fitness  and  stress 
reduction. 

This  is  the  second  grant  awarded 
to  the  Land  Trust  for  this  project. 
Earlier  in  the  year,  it  received  $10,000 
from  the  Fields  Pond  Foundation. 

The  combined  grants  of  $35,000 
enabled  the  Land  Trust  to  close  on 
the  Cosgriff  component  of  the  trails 
project  while  continuing  to  raise  the 


Sign  marking  entrance  to 
Cosgriff  property. 


full  purchase 
price  and  proj- 
ect expenses. 
The  total  cost 
of  the  project 
is  $154,000, 
which  in- 
cludes acquiring  the  property,  fix- 
ing the  existing  bridge  over  Schenob 
Brook,  upgrading  the  trail,  establishing 
a  long-term  stewardship  endowment 
and  covering  the  associated  costs  of  the 
acquisition.  Sheffield  residents,  founda- 
tions, and  in-kind  donations  will  be  so- 
licited to  raise  the  balance  of  the  funds 
needed  for  this  and  other  properties  in 
the  proposed  trails  network. 

If  you'd  like  to  make  a  donation 
or  join  the  stewardship  team,  contact 
the  Land  Trust  at  229-0234,  or  write 
to  Sheffield  Land  Trust,  PO  Box  940, 
Sheffield,  MA  01257  or  by  e-mail  at 
shefland@bcn.net. 


5  Enchanted  Evenings. 
225  Voices  in  Song. 

Hear  great  choral  masterpieces  performed  by  a  chorus  of  225  voices,  prominent 
soloists,  renowned  conductors  and  the  Springfield  Symphony  Orchestra. 


JULY  16  -  Craig  Jessop,  conductor 
Poulenc  -  Gloria 

Vaughan  Williams  -  Dona  Nobis  Pacem 
Wilberg  -  Four  American  Folk  Hymns 

JULY  23  -  Frank  Nemhauser,  conductor 
Works  by  Dvorak,  Stravinsky  and  Rutter 

JULY  30  -  Gary  Wedow,  conductor 
Johann  Sebastian  Bach  -  Mass  in  B  Minor 


AUGUST  6  -  Nicholas  Cleobury,  conductor 
Purcell  -  Come,  Ye  Sons  of  Art,  Away 
Tippett  -  A  Child  of  Our  Time 

AUGUST  13  -  Joseph  Colaneri,  conductor 
Verdi  -  Four  Sacred  Pieces 
Boito  -  Prologue  to  Mefistofele 
Gabrieli  -  Jubilate  Deo  and  In  Ecclesiis 


Saturday  Concerts  at  8:00  p.m.  PREPs:  Free  pre-concert  talks  at  6:45  p.m. 
Box  Office:  413.229.1999  Tickets:  $25-$40 


BERKSHIRE  CHQRAL  FESTIVAL 

245  North  Undermountain  Road,  Sheffield,  MA  01257  •  www.choralfest.org 
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HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  EVENTS 

Exhibits  at  Old  Stone  Store*  "Mapping  Our  Way  Into  The 
Future"  features  maps  large  and  small  created  from  various 
viewpoints,  from  children  to  surveyors  and  professional  map- 
makers.  Surveying  equipment,  on  loan  from  the  collection  of 
Henry  Granger,  is  included.  Other  details,  such  as  the  expan- 
sion and  contraction  of  a  town,  also  lie  within  the  boundaries  of 
a  map;  "working  the  chains"  was  a  yearly  activity  required  of  the 
town  selectmen  in  the  19th  century.  At  the  Sheffield  Historical 
Society's  Old  Stone  Store  on  the  Green  off  Route  7  in  Shef- 
field, through  July  10. 

Upcoming  shows  include:  "Three's  Company  Plus  One," 
July  15  through  31;  "Photography  by  Shawn  Ryder,"  Aug.  6 
through  21;  and  "Please  Be  Seated:  A  History  of  Chair  Design, 
1790-1860,"  which  will  feature  seating  items  from  rocking 
chairs  and  parlor  chairs  to  high  chairs  and  children's  chairs, 
Aug.  27  through  Oct.  30. 

Architectural  walk.  On  Sat.,  July  23,  at  10am,  the  Histori- 
cal Society  is  offering  a  tour  of  the  center  of  Sheffield,  focusing 
on  its  eighteenth-  and  nineteenth-century  homes  and  busi- 
nesses. Hear  the  stories  of  the  men,  women  and  children  who 
resided  in  these  structures.  Learn  about  the  special  features  that 
make  each  building  a  key  to  understanding  the  past.  The  walk 
begins  at  the  Society's  Dan  Raymond  House  headquarters  and 
lasts  approximately  1  hour.  Comfortable  walking  shoes  are  rec- 
ommended. Call  229-2694  to  reserve  a  place.  Free  to  members, 
$3  the  general  public. 


2005  3rd  Pigge  Roast  8c  Craft  Faire.  The  Sheffield  Historical 
Society  is  holding  its  3rd  annual  old-fashioned  pig  roast  and 
2nd  annual  craft  fair  at  the  American  Legion  grounds  (corner 
of  Cook  Ave.  and  Route  7)  on  Aug.  27.  It's  small-town  America 
at  its  best.  The  crafters  will  be  exhibiting  their  wares  on  the 
lawn  on  the  grounds  from  10am-4pm.  Come  meet  the  people 
who  exhibit  at  the  Stone  Store.  Some  will  be  demonstrating 
their  crafts  during  the  day.  Lunch  will  be  available.  A  home- 
made fruit  pie  judging  will  take  place  at  3. 

Scott  Ryan,  Master  Roaster,  will  oversee  the  cooking  of 
the  pig  and  the  frying  of  the  turkey.  The  dinner  menu  includes 
the  pig  (or  turkey),  baked  beans,  corn-on-the-cob,  salads,  fruit 
pie,  and  all  the  fixings.  Adults  $17  (pre-paid  $15),  children  $8, 
children  under  8  free.  Adult  take- outs  available.  The  meal  will 
be  served  from  4-6. 

Call  Marcia  Brolli  (229-2624)  or  the  SHS  office  (229- 
2694)  to  sign  up  for  the  pie  contest.  Call  the  SHS  office  for 
reservations  and  information. 

The  Sheffield  Historical  Society  is  located  on  Route  7  in  the  center 
of  Sheffield.  The  Old  Stone  Store  is  also  on  route  7,  on  the  Green  in 
Sheffield.  Tours  of  the  Dan  Raymond  House  are  available  by  appoint- 
ment during  the  winter  and  Thurs.  through  Sat.  from  Memorial  Day 
through  Oct.  The  Mark  Dewey  Research  Center  is  open  Mon.  and 
Fri.  l:30-4pm  and  by  appointment.  For  more  information,  contact  the 
Sheffield  Historical  Society,  159-161  Main  St.,  RO.  Box  747,  Shef- 
field, MA  01257,  413-229-2694  or  email  shs@sheffieldhistory.org. 


CATERING 

All  Size  Parties 


Specialized  Sandwiches, 
Soups,  Salads  &  Homemade  Foods 

Lottery  Beer  Wine  Groceries 

139  South  Main  St.,  Sheffield,  MA 
413-229-6610 


h'lfflel 


Fridays 
4to7 

center 
of  town 

Sheffield's  Weekly 
Community  Gathering 
Place! 


Farm  Fresh  Produce. 
Organic  Eggs  &  Meats. 
Berkshire  Breads  I 

&  Baked  Goods.  y 

Local  Cheese  &  More! 

\ 


A  PROUD  MEMBER  OF  BERKSHIRE  GROWN 
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SHEFFIELD  ART  LEAGUE  SUMMER  SHOWS 


A  summers  drive  on  Route  7  offers 
scores  of  reasons  to  stop  look,  listen, 
browse,  sip  and  savor  the  richness  of 
Berkshire  life.  One  iconic  summer  tradi- 
tion can  be  found  at  Dewey  Memorial 
Hall  in  the  center  of  Sheffield,  where  the 
Sheffield  Art  League  dresses  up  the  land- 
mark building  with  two  colorful  summer 
art  shows. 

The  Juried  Show,  which  runs  from 
July  7  to  Aug.  8,  is  a  showcase  for  some  of 
the  region's  best  established  and  emerg- 
ing artists.  For  those  interested  in  getting 
the  scoop  early  in  the  season  and  meeting 
some  of  the  artists,  an  opening  reception 
will  be  held  from  4:30-6pm  on  July  8, 
with  awards  presented  at  5. 

With  75  to  80  artists  participating, 
Dewey  Hall  will  be  filled  with  engaging 
works  in  a  variety  of  media— oil,  watered  - 
or,  pastel,  and  mixed  media.  While  hung 
for  the  pleasure  of  the  public,  they  are  for 


sale,  typically  at  below  gallery  prices. 

The  League's  Member  Show  opens 
on  Aug.  11  and  closes  on  Sept.  5.  Its 
opening  reception  will  be  held  on  Aug. 
12,  also  from  4:30-6pm,  with  awards 
presented  at  5.  Dewey  Hall  will  be  abuzz 
with  friendly  people,  light  refreshments 
and  lots  more  fine  art. 

The  shows  are  open  daily  10am-5pm, 
Fridays  till  6. 

Resource  for  art  in  the  Berkshires 

The  Sheffield  Art  League  is  now 
nearly  300  members  strong,  an  exponen- 
tial leap  from  its  founding  by  17  local 
artists  in  1974.  In  addition  to  holding 
its  hallmark  summer  shows,  the  League 
undertakes  many  projects  that  make  it 
a  resource  for  art  and  art  lovers  in  the 
Berkshires. 

For  more  than  30  years,  SAL  has 
underwritten  an  annual  art  scholarship 


competition  for  area  high  school  se- 
niors (see  the  May -June  issue  for  results 
of  2005's  competition).  It  presents  a 
year-round  program  of  workshops  and 
demonstrations,  open  to  members  and 
the  general  public.  It  presents  a  series  of 
monthly  shows  at  Banknorth  in  Great 
Barrington  and  also  participates  in  the 
annual  Fall  Harvest  Festival  at  the  Berk- 
shire Botanic  Gardens. 

SAL  partners  with  other  cultural 
organizations  to  co-sponsor  area  events. 
With  the  SAL  taking  the  lead  last  year, 
it  brought  together  more  than  25  arts, 
environmental,  educational  and  religious 
organizations  in  the  seven-month-long 
Housatonic  River  Summer  2004,  an 
event  that  received  attention  far  beyond 
the  Berkshires.  That  project  was  so  suc- 
cessful that  another  group  of  organizers 
has  decided  to  continue  the  event  as  an 
annual  celebration,  with  SAL's  blessing 


(Birch  Hill  feed  <§•  breakfast 


Open  year-round  •  offering  seven  beautifully 

appointed  rooms  fireplaces  throughout 

•  in-ground  pool  •  near  all  Berkshire 

cultural  attractions  •  bike,  hike  and  ski 

through  the  rural  countryside  •  backs  onto  the 

Appalachian  Trail  •  Lime  Rock  Raceway  •  bountiful, 

extraordinary  mouth-watering  breakfasts 

"My  experience  at  your  B&B  was  among  the  most  pleasant 

I've  ever  liad  -from  the  moment  J  walked  in  to  hear 

classical  music  to  the  morning's  scrumptious  breakfast. 

I  can't  wait  to  come  hack!" 

-recent  guest 

Michael  and  Wendy  Advocate,  Innkeepers 

254  South  Undermountain  Road  (Rt  41)  Sheffield,  MA  01257 

Toll  free:  800-359-3969  Tel:  413-229-2143 

www.birchhillbb.com 


48  South  Main  Street 

Sheffield,  MA  01  257 

413-229-2612 
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and  participation.  (See  the  website  at 
www.housatonicriversummer.org.) 

The  League  welcomes  new  member 
artists  regardless  of  technique  develop- 
ment, along  with  arts  patrons  and  afi- 
cionados. Membership  is  $35  a  year.  For 
more  information,  write  to  Sheffield  Art 
League,  PO  Box  296,  Great  Barrington, 
MA  01230,  or  visit  the  website  at 
www.sheffieldartleague.org. 

As  this  year's  signature  summer 
postcard  suggests,  to  add  to  the  pleasure 
of  summer,  "Bite  into  art.  It's  fat  free." 

— Francesca  Turchiano 


The  Sheffield  Times  is  an  inexpensive 
way  to  reach  Sheffield  customers. 
Contact  Tara  White  at  229-7754  for 
information    on    how    to   advertise. 


AMERICAN  LEGION 

Thanks  for  parade.  American  Legion 
Post  340,  Sheffield,  wishes  to  thank  all 
who  participated  in  the  Memorial  Day 
Parade,  whether  a  marcher  or  a  spectator. 

Chicken  BBQ.  Save  this  date:  Aug. 
21.  It's  the  American  Legion's  Chicken 
BBQ,  the  proceeds  of  which  go  to  help 
fund  Legion  Baseball,  Student  Trooper 
delegates,  Boys  State  delegates,  the  Boy 
Scouts,  Cub  Scouts  and  other  activities 
too  numerous  to  mention.  Watch  for 
notice  of  where  and  when. 

— George  A.  Oleen,  Post  Adjutant 
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From  while-you-wait  duplicating 
to  web  offset  printing... 

Color  Copies  •  Fax  Services  •  Laminating 
Photocopies  •  Resumes  •  Spiral  Binding 

Books  •  Brochures  •  Business  Cards 
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Typesetting/Graphic  Design  •  Mac  and  PC  Compatible 
Digital  Plate  Maker  •  Barcoded  Mailing  Services 


COLOR  COPIES 


4 1 3/528-2885  •  Fax:  4 1 3/528-9220 
35  Bridge  St.,  Gt.  Barrington,  MA  01230 

Hours:  Mon.-Fri.  8:00-4:30     Sat  8:30-12:00 


BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE  PROGRAMS 


Natural  history  canoe  trips,  Satur- 
days, July  2- 1 6,  and  Sundays,  July  3 1  -Aug. 
2 1 , 8:30- 1 1 :30am;  Sat,  Sept.  3,  and  Labor 
Day,  Sept  5, 9am- 1 2pm.  Paddle  the  wind- 
ing Housatonic  River  with  a  natural- 
ist/guide and  look  for  wildlife.  Bring  a 
hat  sunscreen,  water  and  binoculars. 
Pre-register.  Members:  adult  $20,  child 
( 1 0- 1 6),  $  1 0.  Nonmembers:  adult  $30, 
child  (10-16)  $15. 

Volunteer  work  parties,  Thurs- 
days* through  October,  9-  J 1 :30am.  Help 
clear  the  Cobble  of  invasive  species  and 
learn  to  identify  native  plants.  Call  in 
advance.  Free. 

Incredible  insects,  Sun., July  24,  and 
Sat.Aug.  27, 1 0:30am- 1 2pm A  fun-filled 
search  for  beautiful,  bountiful  insects. 
Strictly  catch  and  release!  Led  by  a 
grown-up  naturalist  with  a  child-like 
mind.Wsar  long  pants  and  socks.  Pre- 
register.  Members:  adult  $4,  child  (4- 1 6), 
$4,  family  $  1 2.  Nonmembers:  adult  $6, 
child  (4- 1 6),  $6,  family  $18. 

Snake  search  and  frog  find, 

Sundays,  Juh/  10  &  Aug.  7, 1 0:30am- 1 2pm. 
Search  the  Cobble  with  a  wide-eyed 
naturalist  guide.  Learn  about  the  habits 
and  homes  of  these  animals.  Pre-register. 
Members:  adult  $4,  child  (4-  f  6),  $4.  Non- 
members:  adult  $6,  child  (4- 1 6),  $6. 


Canoe  from  Covered  Bridge  to 
Cobble,  Sat, July  23,  and  Sun.,Aug.  28, 
8:30am-2:30pm.  Explore  an  extraor- 
dinarily scenic  9-mile  stretch  of  the 
Housatonic  River,  rich  with  wildlife  and 
local  history,  with  a  naturalist/guide. 
Bring  a  picnic  lunch.  Call  for  more 
information.  Minimum:  7  participants. 
Pre-register.  Members:  adult  $45,  child 
{12-1 6),  $25.  Nonmembers:  adult  $65, 
child  (1 2- 1 6),  $35. 

Live  birds  of  prey  with  Tom 
Ricardi,  Sat,  July  30, 1 0:30am- 1 2pm. 
Wildlife  rehabilitator  and  former  state 
wifdlife  biologist  Tom  Ricardi  shows  his 
collection  of  hawks,  falcons,  owls  and  a 
bald  eagle  up  close  and  personal.  Pre-reg- 
ister. Members:  adult  $8,  child  (4- 1 6),  $4. 
Nonmembers:  adult  $  1 0,  child  (4- 1 6),  $5. 

Nighttime  insects,  Sat,  Aug.  1 3, 7:30- 
9:00pm.The  night  is  alive  with  insects  and 
they  are  easily  discovered  with  a  black 
light  and  vapor  light  Join  two  Berkshire 
entomologists  and  discover  another 
world  after  dark.  Pre-register.  Members: 
adult  $4,  child  (4- 1 6),  $4.  Nonmembers: 
adult  $6,  child  (4- 1 6),  $6. 

Programs  meet  at  the  Cobble  on  Weatogue 
Rd.,  in  Ashley  Falls.  Members  of  the  Trustees 
of  Reservations  attend  free  or  at  a  reduced 
rate.  For  more  information,  caH  229-8600. 


|ine  Victuals  Ardent  Spirits 

STAGECOACH  TAVERN 

At  Race  Brook  Lodge 

The  Old  Stagecoach  with 

New  Decor  and  New  Cuisine  by 

Exec.  Chef  Dan  Smith 

Dinner  Thursday  5-9 

Friday  &  Saturday  5-10 

413-229-8585 

www.stagecoachhill.com 

Route  41  in  Sheffield, 
2  miles  south  of  Berkshire  School 


RACE  BROOK 


A  Rustic  Alternative 


LODGING  ~  RETREATS 

Trie  Berlcshires  Most 

Interesting;  "Cnintz  Tree" 

Rustic  Mountain  Lodge 

On  Route  4-1  in  Sheffield 

2  Mi.  S.  Berkshire  School 


\s\s\v 


.rblod 


ee.com 


4IV229-2°lo 
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REAL  ESTATE  TRANSFERS 


April 

4      Bears  Den  Homes  LLC  to  John  B.  and  Ellen  L.  Brodsky,  prop- 
erty at  Bears  Den  Rd.,  $135,000. 

7  Robert  Segalla  to  Todd  Dudley  and  Michelle  Baxter,  property 
at  Canaan  Rd.,  less  than  $  1 00. 

8  Jason  T.  Marshall  and  Donna  E.  Kinne,  to  Jason  T.  Marshall, 
property  at  204  Bunce  Rd.,  transfer. 

14     William  W.  and  Virginia  Markham  to  Virginia  S.  Markham, 

property  at  1 322  Home  Rd.,  transfer  (corrective  deed). 
14     Donald  J.  and  Clair  V.Ward  III  to  Michelle  A.  Demellier, 

property  at  Wells  Ln.,  transfer. 
14    Michelle  A.  Demellier  to  Donald  J.  and  Clair  VWard  III, 

property  at  Wells  Ln.,  transfer. 
19     Lindsey  Fielder  Cook  and  Rebecca  Eden  Pitts  to  Sarah  Eden 

Cook,  property  at  County  Rd.,  transfer. 
19    John  A.  Guarnieri  and  Catherine  Buttrick  to  Clinton  R.  Burt, 

property  at  1450  North  Main  St,  $260,000. 

2 1  Grace  E.  Campbell  to  William  H.  DeVries,  trustee,  property  at 
31  Berkshire  School  Rd.,$  1 23,528. 

22  Tev  Sumner  and  Carol  Robins  to  Eugene  H.  and  Nicolette 
Halsey,  property  at  North  Undermountain  Rd.,  $300,000. 

22     Kathryn  G.  Casparian  to  Oren  R.  Gradus  and  Barbra  Long, 

property  at  249  Boardman  St.,  $670,000. 
22     Ronald  K.  and  Sara  A.  Van  Deusen  to  Bruce  Macinnes, 

property  at  220  Root  Ln.,  $250,000. 

25  John  J.  Ullrich,  trustee,  to  Elizabeth  C.  Ullrich,  property  at  479 
Sheffield  Plain.  $1. 

26  Nancy  Love  to  BeryleT.  and  Donna  M.  Bierbower,  property  at 
355  Salisbury  Rd..  $340,000. 

26     Irene  H.  Boltrom  to  James  R.  and  Dorene  Boltrom,  property 

at  1715  Hewins  St.,  transfer. 
29     David  I.  Sepsenwol  and  Susan  E.  Maynard  to  Harry  G.  Shul- 

man  and  Mary  L.  Haskins,  property  at  394  Berkshire  School 

Rd„  $1.1 00,000. 
29     Patsy  M.  and  Mary  Elin  Renzullo  to  Michael  J.  Renzullo, 

property  at  4  Ivy  Trail,  $75,000. 
29    Michael  J.  Renzullo  to  Teresa  D  Briggs,  property  at  4  Ivy  Trail, 

$429,500. 


Nay 


Anthony  S.and  Norma  J.  Chmielewski  to  Michael  J.  Renzullo, 

property  at  Ivy  Trail,  $10,000. 

Michael  J.  Renzullo  to  Jeffrey  Briggs,  property  at  Ivy  Trail, 

$5,000. 

Colin  A.  L.  and  Betty  Dunbar  to  Kevin  M.  and  Cathleen  L 

Kinne,  property  at  Blair  Lane,  $  10,000. 

Helen  Lucille  Macy  to  Sarah  Macy,  property  at  572  South 

Main  St.,  $225,000. 

Robin  S.Tedds  to  Robin  S.  and  Andres  LTedds,  property  at 


560  Clayton  Rd.,  less  than  $  100. 

1 0  Century  Acquisitions,  Inc.,  to  Oldcastle  Retail,  Inc.,  property  at 
Clayton  Rd..$  1,500. 

1 1  Joseph  Newmark  to  Frank  W  and  Rhonda  Cushwa,  property  at 
Beech  St.,  $6,500. 

J I     Wayne  O.  and  Jennifer  R.Wilkinson  to  Jodi  E.  Rathbun  Willi  and 
Juliette  R  Rathbun,  property  at  196  Root  Ln.,  $230,000. 

1 8  Robert  M.  and  Aleta  M.Twing  Sr.  to  David  J.  and  Regina  M. 
Allen,  property  at  1 644  Hewins  St.,  $  1 75,000. 

1 9  Bears  Den  Homes  LLC  to  Gilian  F.  Shallcross,  property  at  1 86 
Bears  Den  Rd.,  $482,000. 

23    John  Wesley  Warren  Jr.  and  Dora  Marie  Guerra  to  Alice  M. 
Warren,  property  at  100  and  104  Maple  Ave,  transfer. 

23  Alice  M.Warren  to  John  Wesley  Warren,  Jr.,  property  at  1 00 
and  104  Maple  Ave.,  transfer. 

24  Raymond  J.  Counter  Jr.  to  Patsy  M.  Renzullo,  property  at  Syca- 
more Ter,  $1,000. 

24  Glenn  R.and  Catherine  R.  DeVoti  to  William  and  Dorothy  A. 
DeVoti,  property  at  Foley  Rd.,  transfer. 

25  Robert  L.  Giumarro  to  Hulett  Hill  Road  LLC,  property  at 
Hulett  Hill  Rd.,  transfer. 

25  Marie  C.  Russo  to  Hulett  Hill  Road  LLC,  property  at  Hulett  Hill 
Rd..  $325,000. 

26  Carol  R  Maghery  to  Wendy  Atwood,  property  at  254  South 
Under  Mountain  Rd..  transfer  (corrective  deed). 

26  Stephen  and  Alice  Chucta  and  Clarence  and  Ester  Canfield  to 
Patsy  M.  Renzullo,  property  at  Sycamore  Ter,  $  1 ,000. 

27  Johanna  Von  Achen  and  Georgiana  Rebhahn  to  Scott  Seger, 
property  at  35  West  Rd..  $  1 69,500. 

27     Stanley  E.  and  Karen  R.  Ball  to  Shawn  M.  Sullivan,  property  at 

446  Clayton  Rd.,  $90,000. 
27     Candice  R.  Golden  to  Matthew  Wheeler,  property  at  1 66 1 

County  Rd.,$  1 70.000. 
3 1      Sylvia  Horn  to  Tammy  L.  Hewins  Blackwell,  property  at  Alum 

Hill  Rd.,  $25,000. 
3 1     Edward  J.  Ustico  and  Michael  Shiels  to  Lawrence  C.  and  Kim 

M.  Casey  Jr.,  property  at  Canaan  Rd.,  less  than  $  1 00. 


June 


Jeffrey  E.  and  Sylvia  Horn  to  Laureen  and  Walter  D  Hewins  III, 

property  at  200  Alum  Hill  Rd.,  $269,750. 

Sylvia  Horn  and  Harry  E.  Conklin  and  Alum  Hill  Nominee  Trust 

to  Walter  D.  Hewins  III,  property  at  Alum  Hill  Rd.,  $25,000. 

Lucy  C.  Procaccini  to  Cathleen  A.  and  Kevin  M.  Kinne,  property 

at  South  Undermountain  Rd.,$l0,000. 

Gerald  B.  and  Elizabeth  C.  W  O'Connor  to  Carolyn  O.  and 

Pattison  Fulton,  property  at  1 97  Main  St,  $362,500. 

Marcia  E.  Brolli  to  Lynn  K.  and  William  A  Power,  property  at 

194  Miller  Ave,  $345,000. 


■  ■:■:■:■■■:■    ■'■:■■'■:■'■:■:       ■     ■      ■■■  ■     ■ :■■■■:■■      ■■;.■■.■..■     .   .       .;.■.■.■..■     .       .     . .    ■  :      .;■.:;■■; 


WILLIAM  DDGCKMAK1 

W     REAL     ESTATE    1> 

Celebrating  Thirty  Years  of  Personal,  Professional  Service 

DEBORAH  A.  LEVINSON 

Sales  Associate 

413  229-3990  hm.  office     413  528-4859  office 

deborah@williambrockman.com 

www.berkshiresforsale.com 

Massachusetts       New  York       Connecticut 


►pholslery  cleaning 

Phone  (413)  229-8280 

Toll  Free:  1-888-854-3900 
AvICunXht'  hb'ib'Si  (.ilisinifl  ai:<l  Mecidoiitf-d 
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Calendar  Page 
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July 

7  Juried  Art  League  show  opens,  Dewey  Hall  (runs  until 
8/8)  p.  24 

8  juried  Art  League  show  reception  and  awards,  Dewey 
Hail,4:30-6pm  (awards  presented  at  5pm),  p.  24 

I J        Donna  McKechnie  sings,  Barrington  Stage  Co.,  p.  6 

1 3  "Snoopy."  Barrington  Stage  Co.  (runs  until  8/8),  p.  6 

14  Berkshire  Brigades  fundraiser,  7- 1  Opm,  Seven  Hills 
Inn,  Lenox,  MA,  p.  6 

15  "Three's  Co.  Plus  One"  show,  Old  Stone  Store  (runs 
until  7/3 1),  p. 23 

1 8       Kops  &  Kids  Week  (through  7/22),  229-8522,  p.  1 7 
1 8       Sacred  Arts  Camp  begins,  9am- 1 2pm,  Christ  Church 

Episcopal  (runs  until  7/22),  p.  8 
f  9       Planning  Board  meeting,  7:30pm,Town  Hall,  p.  1 9 
21        "The  Importance  of  Being  Ernest,"  Barrington  Stage 

Co,  (runs  until  8/7),  p.  6 
23       Architectural  walk,  10am,  Historical  Society,  p.  23 

August 

I  Bacon  Brothers  concert,  Barrington  Stage  Co.,  p.  6 

1  Tax  payments  due,  Town  Hall,  p.  1 5 

2  Planning  Board  meeting,  7:30pm,Town  HaJI,  p.  19 

6         Photography  by  Shawn  Ryder  show  opens,  Old  Stone 
Store  (runs  until  8/2 1 ),  p.  23 

1 1  Art  League  Member  show,  Dewey  Hall  (runs  until 
9/5),  p.  24 

1 2  Art  League  Member  show  reception,  Dewey  Hall,  4:30 
6pm  (awards  presented  at  5pm),  p.  24 

12       Sheffield  Antiques  show,  I0am-5pm  Fri/Sat,  I0am-4pm 
Sun,  Mt.  Everett  Regional  School  gym,  p.  6 

1 2  William  Finn  speaks,  Barrington  Stage  Co.,  p.  6 

1 3  Annual  Parish  Fair,  1 0  a.m.-4  p.m.  Christ  Church,  p.  8 

15  SHEFFIELD  TIMES  DEADLINE 

16  Planning  Board  meeting,  7:30pm,Town  Hall,  p.  19 
21  Chicken  BBQ, American  Legion  Hall,  p.  25 
27  "A  History  of  Chair  Design,  1 790- 1 860"  show,  Old 

Stone  Store  (runs  until  10/30),  p.  23 
27       Sheffield  Historical  Society  3rd  Annual  Pigge  Roast  and 
Craft  Faire.American  Legion  Hall,  p.  23 

September 
5        LABOR  DAY 
10       Sheffield  in  Celebration,  Sheffield  Green,  3-7pm,  p.  1 7. 


ONGOING  CALENDAR  ITEMS 

(Meetings  or  events  that  occur  on  a  less  than  weekly  basis  are  noted  by 
number  -  i.e.  "1st,  "3rd"  indicates  meetings  the  first  and  third  times  that  day 
occurs  in  the  month.   *  indicates  appointment  needed. 

Mondays: 

Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9-10:30am  (p3) 

Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1st,  3rd,  4th 

Board  of  Health,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  6-7:30pm 

Foot  care  clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr.,  1st 
Tuesdays: 

Children's  Story  Hour,  Library,  10am 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  6pm -8pm 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,  Town  Hall,  6:30pm,  2nd 

National  Alliance  for  the  Mentally  III  Support  Group,  Fairview  Hospital 
Library,  6:30pm,  4th 

Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,  7pm  (7:30  for  the  summer),  1st,  3rd 

Industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7:30pm,  last 

Kiwanis  Club,  Limey's  Restaurant,  6:30pm 

Physical  Fitness,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr,  9am 

Council  on  Aging,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr.,  3rd 
Wednesdays: 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  7:30am  -  11am 
Thursdays: 

Parent-Child  Playgroup,  Greenwoods  Community  Church,  9:30-11:30 

*Blood  Pressure  Clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am-12pm,  2nd 

Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4th 
Fridays: 

Farmers'  Market,  Old  Parish  Parking  Lot,  4-7 
Saturdays: 

Contra  Dancing,  Sheffield  Grange,  Rte  7,  8:30pm,  4th 
Sundays: 

Men's  Group,  Old  Parish,  7:45am,  2nd  (p.11) 


SENIOR  CENTER  CALENDAR 
Physical  fitness  resumes  in  September. 


KIWANIS  STEAK  FRY 

Coming  in  August  at  the  Town  Park.    Look  for  date, 

time  and  details  on  posters  and  in  the  Shopper's  Guide 

closer  to  the  date. 


See  page  25  for  Bartholomew's  Cobble  calendar  of  events. 


PLEASE  SUPPORTTHE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES! 
/  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Times!  Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  donation  of 


j  made  payable  to 


the  Sheffield  Association,  PO  Box  1 339,  Sheffield.  MA  0 1 257 


Name: 


(as  you  would  like  it  to  appear  in  acknowledgments) 
Address: 


(where  you  would  like  the  Sheffield  Times  sent) 

[~]  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous  d  I'd  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times 

Q  I  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with 

The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.  Everyone  who  makes  a 
donation  will  receive  a  copy  by  mail,  so  please  note  on  this  form  if  you  do  not  want  it  sent  to  you  and  we  won't  add  to  your  recycling  pile! 
Donations  are  tax-deductible  through  a  partnership  with  Berkshire  Taconic  Community  Foundation. 
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UNCLE  BOB'S 

ITALIAN  ICES  &  ICE  CREAM 


Where  the  truth  is  in  the  taste. 
There  are  48  flavors  from  heaven. 

Italian  Ices 

Banana  #  Chocolate  #  Lemon  #  Rainbow-Sugar-free 

Gourmet  Ices 

Cappuccino  #  Coconut  Cream  §  Jelly  Ring  %  M&M 

Ice  Cream 

Freedom  Vanilla  #  Nephew  Ted's  favorite  #  Vanilla  with  fresh  bugs 
§  1600  Pennsylvania  Ave. 


935  South  Main  Street,  Route  7,  Gt.  Barrington,  MA,  41 3-528-9682 
Located  directly  in  front  of  Bogey's  Restaurant 

Open  daily  1 1  am  'til  close 
Proprietors:  Uncle  Bob  and  Nephew  Ted 


Sheffield 


Community  Newsletter  for 

Sheffield  &  Ashley  Falls,  MA 

P.O.  Box  1339 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 
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